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If I could fashion a bust of clay,
Or chisel with the sculptor's art,
I'd crown her with the flowers of May^
And place a lily over her heart.
If I could wield the artist's brush,
Her eyes would be large and blue;
Her hair be as the brown wood-thrush,
And her lips would smile so true.
If I knew love like a mother's heart,
And my touch were as gentle and mild,
I'd choose for a model life's noblest art,
A mother with a nursling child.
If I could pray as only a mother can
When her child is in sore distress,
I'd ask for a blessing on every man
Who is longing for a mother's caress.
If I could have faith as only a mother can
When prodical and wretched are her
own,
It's toil day and night to lift fallen man,
And soften the hearts of stone.
If we would do honor on this Mother's
Day
To the mothers who have ever been true,
We'd answer the prayer that for us they
prayed,
And pray heaven to bless them, too.
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RELIEF AND SERVICE COMMITTEE
A. S. W. News.
On March 31, 1944 the contract with the
British Columbia Forestry Service having
expired, all the Ontario boys are being returned to their own Province.
While this change is doubtless welcomed
by many of the boys as they will now be
nearer home, we believe that the contacts
which have been made and the experiences
which have come to them will be of lasting
benefit.—P. N.
RELIEF NOTES
Cable from Goering and Garber
The returning China commissioners, have
sent the following cable: "GOOD TRIP,
BOTH WELL, INFORM FAMILIES".
Over-seas cables during wartime are designated SANS ORIGINE (without origin).
The Akron Office has no indication of their
whereabouts.
Philadelphia Office Discontinued
On April 15, the Philadelphia Relief Research Office, that had been set up by the
service committees of the peace churches at
4035 Spruce Street, was liquidated. M. C.
Lehman who was serving as the Mennonite
representative will now be located, with his
assistant, John Bender, at the Akron Office
where he will continue his relief research
work. Brother Lehman has also been responsible for a considerable portion of the
work of training relief workers in a number of the C P S units and camps, and more
recently at the Akron Office.
Working in a Yugoslav Refugee Camp
Dr. Richard Yoder and Delvin Kirchhoffer
are working in Egypt in a camp for Yugoslav refugees. A letter from Dr. Yoder tells
a bit about their experiences and feelings:
"There are epidemics of whooping cough,
influenza and chickenpox in the camp and
today I discovered the first case of mumps.
Almost every other patient has fever and
a cough. How I wish I had sufficient cough
syrup to round. There are dozens of children here with round worms, also, and if
we ever succeed in getting some santonin I
will have a busy time with them. It will be
the first experience of its kind for me. I
feel I am learning a great deal and I really
enjoy it. Dealing with these people does
require considerable patience at times. On
the other hand, they respond readily to
sympathy and kindness as do human beings
no matter from what part they come. I
consider it a wonderful opportunity and a
real privilege to be here and have a share
in this work. I can assure you that after all
these months I have not been disappointed."
Canadian Director Visiting
Cornelius Rempel, recently appointed director for the Canadian Office of the Mennonite Central Committee, along with Sister
Rempel, have been visiting the Akron Office
in preparation for their new work at Kitchener, Ontario. Following his stay at Akron,
Brother Rempel, along with Ernest Bennet,
will visit the churches in Western Canada.
Brother Bennett will report on his trip and
the work in England.

WASHINGTON NOTES
Recent confusion over Selective Service
procedures has resulted from a new shift in
policy to take men by age groups, the
NSBRO believed last week.
Previously, Selective Service had called
men throughout the 18 to 38 range on a
basis of dependency, necessity, etc. Now it
is beginning to use the age-group system
of drafting which has been in operation in
many European Countries.
So far, nearly all registrants between 18
and 26 are eligible for induction, excepting
those in agriculture and those irreplaceable
men in essential industries. Farm deferments too will be carefully re-examined,
Selective Service warned.
The age limit will then be raised to 30,
the NSBRO believed, 'and registrants 26 to
30, both fathers and nonfathers, will be put
through the review process. Whether or
not the age limit will be raised beyond that
will depend on the need for replacements in
an army which has already reached peak
strength.
Fifth War Loan Drive
The Treasury Department has announced
its plans to conduct the Fifth War Loan
Drive between June 12 and July 8. The
goal for the drive is set a t $16,000,000,000
of which $6,000,000,000 will be sought from
private individuals.
C. P. S. NOTES
Canning for C. P. S.
Reports indicate t h a t a number of
churches and women's organizations are
again preparing to process foods for the
men in C. P. S. Camps. The personnel at
Akron in charge of the canning program are
planning the location and operation of collection centers along with many other details. Newly-printed folders describing the
program, titled Gifts in Kind, are off the
press and are being sent out to the churches
for general distribution. With the Lord's
blessing of a productive season there will
evidently be a bountiful sharing of the
fruits of the good earth.
M C C - C P S Goes Over 3,000
Reports for the month of March indicate
that for the first time the number of men in
M C C - C P S Camps has gone past the
3,000 mark. Since August of 1943, inductions and releases have counter-balanced.
February 29, 1944
2,977
March 31, 1944
3,023
March Increase
46
As of March 31, 1944, there were 6,974
men in all C. P. S. camps. About fortyfour per cent of this number were in Mennonite camps.
Mental Hospital Experience
A hospital unit leader relates the following .incident concerning a C P S man in the
unit:
"I might add that this one man who had
a difficult time adjusting to the C. O. stand
and has only in recent months, perhaps,
gained the full and complete perspective of
the Christian witness. He was especially
pleased with one patient who had teen
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apathetic for years and for whom, seemingly, there was nothing to be done. Today
this patient stands on the threshold of a
new era of life, for the care and attention of
the C P S man has him in a position of
probable parole from this institution. All
this because someone cared!"
Summer Service Units for Women
As previously announced in these notes,
plans are under way to form two service
units in mental hospitals for women who
have expressed a desire to engage in Christian service throughout the summer months.
At tiie time of this writing, sufficient interest has been indicated for the setting up of
units at Ypsilanti, Michigan, and Howard,
Rhode Island. Members of the units will
receive a moderate income together with
the opportunity for service and the permission to attend classes in relief training.
Summer service units are not to be confused with the full-time, relief-training
units for women in which preparation is
being made for definite service. Service in a
summer unit involves no definite commitment to do relief work.
For the direction of these units, relief
workers, who have had the experience of
service abroad, have been secured. Lois
Gunden will serve as matron of the unit at
Ypsilanti and Edna Ramseyer of the unit
at Howard.
Arthur Jost has been appointed to serve
as unit leader for the C P S men at the
Utah State Hospital, Provo, Utah.

Are We Preparing for World
War III?
Barbara C. Smucker
f \ N school playgrounds all over the
^ United States today children are playing war. The boys lie on the ground with
tiny sticks for guns. They point them
toward the sky and when a bird flys over
they yell " J a p " and then "ack-ack-ack-ack,
I've shot him down."
Toy counters at Christmas were minus
bicycles, trains, sleds, and other childhood
essentials—but they were glutted with
guns, small soldiers, machine guns, army
tanks, service uniforms, and other miniatures of war. In a very real sense the
children of our nation are at war!
Of course, it is rather natural for warminded parents to have war-minded children. It is false to expect children to rise
above the morals of their elders. But
many of our heartsick folks hoping and
praying for peace should probe deeper into
the meaning of this supposedly innocent
fun of war games. Perhaps, this play
looks harmless enough on the surface, but
what is it fundamentally doing? Isn't the
child beginning to think of war as a
fascinating regular event in society—an
event which he is someday to participate
in—an event thoroughly approved by the
adults about him ? The aggressive, violent,
destructive little tendencies of his personality are nurtured under this system and
allowed to grow and materialize.
Not too many years ago a Kansas editor,
Nelson Antrim Crawford wrote a book
called Your Child Faces War. In it he
said:
(Continued on page 159)
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Some few persons will criticize the celebration of Mothers' Day. Some do it sincerely, feeling that it is equivalent almost
to ancestor worship. And we fully appreciate the possibility of carrying any good
thing to extreme. Certainly the influence
of a good mother, great as it is, can never
replace the saving virtue of our Christ.
And doubtless some extravagant statements
have been made by prominent men, who
attribute all they are or ever hope to be to
their mothers. If we place all our hopes in
any mother, certainly that hope is worse
than vain.
But very few of us, even the best of
Christians, give too much of appreciation
and expression of love to mother during
the year. I am quite certain that none of
our mother's will be ruined by our words
of honor to them, unless it may be from
the shock of such unaccustomed devotion!
What though it may be a bit over-done
sometimes by some people? It will take
considerable overemphasis to make up for
the woeful lack during the greater part of
the time. Few if any of us are likely to
carry well-earned recognition of our mothers too far.
Every mother who is worthy the name
will accept such expressions of appreciation with humble gratitude to God, recognizing that all credit for every good
thing ultimately belongs to Him! But He
will further rejoice in the privilege of
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revived and glowing with the love of God
all the year. But we need revivals nouethe-less. And not only for sinners either,
but for the people of God. That is one of
the frailities of our mortality. Hence I feel
no constraint to apologize for the extra
emphasis that is given our obligation to
our mothers on this one day in the year.
God bless our mothers!

Honoring Mothers
EXT Sunday the whole nation will be
doing honor to motherhood. Men of
state will wear white or pink carnations as
buttonieres. Ministers in myriad pulpits
will extol the virtues of good mothers. Men
and women in every walk of life will pause
in their pursuits to recognize the beneficient influence of their truest mortal
friend. The rough outcast perhaps may
stop in his downward plunge to cast a furtive background glance toward the days
of innocent childhood when he lisped a
bed-time prayer at mother's knee. The girl
on the verge of despair and utter ruin may
cherish for a moment sweet memories of
the purity of girlish years as she dreamed
and played in the dooryard of mother's
tidy little cottage. The unscrupulous business man whose whole interest is centered
in self advancement, may recall with a
brief moment of penitence the unselfish,
sacrificing love of his mother. The youth
who has dedicated himself to life's loftiest
ideals under the inspiration and tutoring
of the Spirit of God, will stand reverently
in the sanctuary or with uncovered head
by the grass-carpeted grave, while fervently
breathing a prayer of gratitude to God for
the boon of a Godly mother. And even the
child in the home will find little ways of
giving added help to mother, showing his
appreciation for her constant selfless service.
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Fifty

Years Ago

H E church of the Lord has had difficulties to contend with ever since the Lord
has had a people here on the earth, and it
is probable that it will continue so until
the end of time. The apostle says, "Through
trials and tribulations you shall enter the
kingdom." But while we may look for
these trials and difficulties, they should not
be a means to separate us from each other
or from the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus. The conflict should not be among
brethren, or between brethren, but between
sin and righteousness, between light and
darkness, between the child of God and the
emissaries of the devil, and in this conflict we need not fear that the enemy can
conquer unless we place ourselves under
his power. How important it is that we
should stand together in the work of the
Lord and that discord and disunion should
be banished from our hearts and from our
midst.

T

— H . Davidson, in Evangelical
Feb. 15, 1894.
in r u m in m i m i in i it M I i
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motherhood, with its responsibilities, its
sacrifices and even its sorrows, because she
will perceive that hers is perhaps the most
effectual ministry trusted to mortals—that
of moulding the most tender and formative
years of life, when the foundations of personality and character are largely laid.
And she will lift her soul in a song of
praise to Him who looks with such unparalleled favor upon His handmaid. But
I am certain that no true mother will be
spoiled with pride from a little well-deserved honor.
In fact, if there is any criticism I would
have to offer on the observance of a day in
honor to mothers, it would be because of
the infrequency of such occasions. Once a
year certainly is small enough recognition
for such a great blessing as that of motherhood. It would be well for us to keep
Mothers' Day all year long. Then perhaps
some folks would not become slightly
nauseated by the unaccustomed laudation.
And undoubtedly mother herself would
prefer that the tender tributes and the
sweet-scented bouquets should be spread
over the year instead of being heaped into
one day.
Yet human nature seems to be so constituted that we require these special occasions, when special emphasis is given to
certain things. The church should keep

The Mother's Need of G o d

W

E CAN SCARCELY overestimate the pre-

ciousness of motherhood and the
value of the influence of true mothers upon the race. There is, however, danger in
the tendency to attribute to the noble mothers of the land an honor which belongs in
fact alone to God. If it is true that in many
instances great men have gratefully attributed all their success and worth to the
influence of godly mothers, it is also true
that mothers who have thus been able to
impress their sons can in turn attribute all
the nobility and strength of their own characters to God and the effect of His grace in
their lives.
Without the power of God's saving
grace, even the mother-love, which is
doubtless the most nearly divine of any
purely human attribute, is- likely to degenerate into a selfish and weak pampering of the whims of loved ones, which results in cursing rather than blessing.
And the circumstances under which the
majority of mothers are compelled to perform their God-given mission in life are
so trying that of all people in the world,
the mother needs the Divine grace which
sustains, comforts, inspires, strengthens,
and keeps. No others of the benefactors of
humanity do their deeds of heroism in
such obscurity and with so little recognition. None labor under conditions so
wearing upon the health, so trying to the
patience, and which demand such an inexhaustible fund of that love which "suffereth long and is kind, doth not behave
itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, beareth all things, believeth all things, endureth all things" . . . and "never faileth." It
is comforting to know that as the need of
grace is great to enable the mother to be
all she should be and make home all it may
be as a place of blessing and a foretaste of
Heaven, so also the supply of grace is
abundant to this end. To the mothers of
our land we feel like commending especially the wonderful promises of our Saviour
in Matt. 11:28-30. "Come unto me, all ye
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light."
—The Pilgrim

Holiness.
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DESECRATING THE LORD'S DAY
G. G. Lyons
III In Pleasure Seeking.
S we turn our thoughts to this part of
A
our subject, we are compelled to face
the fact that there are multitudes of people,
many of them professors and church
members, who are going up and down the
avenues of the world, seeking pleasure
and neglecting the worship of God on the
Lord's day. In this category we think of
those who sacrifice the hour of worship
that they may go out to, or entertain at
Sunday dinners (I think there should be
no objection to entertaining, after or between services, at a simple meal well prepared beforehand, if the time is occupied
in a manner acceptable to the Lord) ;
those who seek amusements and recreation
the world offers, go on fishing and hunting trips (some do not fish or hunt on
Sunday, but travel to, or remain in camp,
instead of going to the house of the
Lord) ; those who go to the theater,
family reunions, parks and beaches, and
go pleasure riding and sight seeing etc.,
on the Lord's day.
Such inconsistencies as these we fear,
to say the least, dim the "Light of the
world." (Matt. 5:14) and tend to stem
the spiritual tide: some will rob the individual of spiritual life,—if he ever had
any—and must be put away if God is to
be honored in our lives, and can give
us possession and blessing in eternal
things. (Lev. 19:30; Isa. 56:2; 58:13.14.)
Singing of spiritual songs and hymns,
visiting the sick, and other such activities,
will bring blessing, and satisfy the urge
in the consecrated heart to be doing something.
IV In Inacitvity

(Continued from last issue)
unexplainable something that draws to
the house of God when there is a service;
that which causes them to be in their
place unless some extraordinary or unavoidable circumstance prevents; that
which takes precedence over tired feelings,
a few bodily aches or pains, or even a
desire to listen to a good spiritual radio
broadcast.
Let us note that there is mutual benefit
in assembling ourselves together. (Heb.
10:25; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16.) It is our
privilege to give out as well as receive,
when we worship together. Both are
essential to our spiritual wellbeing, as
well as that of the church. The disciples
at Troas assembled on the Lord's day to
break bread and worship God. (Acts
20:6,7.) John observed the Lord's day
with a special solemnity. (Rev. 1:10.)
Can we, as members of the body of
Christ, of which he is the head, pervert
from a sacred use or purpose the Lord's
day, to that which Jesus would not if He
were here in bodily form?
Wheeler, Mich.

Mother's Day
Wilda Schrock

Oatley

(Dedicated to all Christian

Mothers)

I'm glad that God gave me no other
To guide me life's perilous way—•
Than a dear, precious,
OlD-fashioned
Mother,
NEW-fashioned in Christ, I should say.
A Mother whose standards were taken
From a Holy, Infallible
Book;
A Mother whose faith was unshaken,
Who led me toward Heaven to look.

We do not believe we can be saved by
works but where there is life we expect
some stirring. And where there is abun- She taught me to reverence the Bible,
dant life there is sure to be action.
God's Word to believe and obey;
We have mentioned some things that She told me the way of Salvation;
should not be engaged in on the Lord's From her, I learned early to pray.
day.—some never—but surely if the world
is thus occupied in the things that appeal Glad that my soul was entrusted
to them, the church should be active in To one who knew Jesus divine,
that which pertains to her spiritual well- Her joy in the Lord never rusted—
being, and the edifying of the body of That good Christian Mother of mine.
Christ.
There can never for me be another,
In Heb. 10:25, we are told not to for- Sincerely and truly I say.
sake the assembling of ourselves together, Thank God for that kind of a Mother,
but to exort one another; and so much God give us more like her today!
the more as we see the day approaching.
.Verse 24, tells us, we should provoke—or
stirr—one another unto love and to good
God's Ideal for the Home
works.
T H E HUSBAND
The Psalmist said: "I was glad when
"
I
I
U
S
B
A
N
D
S
,
love your wives, and be not
they said unto me, let us go into the house
of the Lord. (Ps. 122:1.)
bitter against them. Love your wives
There should be in every christian, that even as Christ also loved the church, and

H
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gave himself for it; that he might sanctify
and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, that he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish. He
that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no
man ever yet hated his own flesh; but
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the
Lord the church: for we are members of
his body, of his flesh and of his bones. For
this cause shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife,
and they two shall be one flesh. Let every
one of you in particular so love his wife, as
himself." (Eph. 5:25-31, 3 3 ) .
T H E WIFE

"Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the head of the church: * * therefore as the church is subject unto Christ so
let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything as it is fit in the Lord, and see
that she reverence her husband." (Eph.
5:22-24, 3 3 ; Col. 3:18).
T H E PARENTS

"Train up a child in the way he should
go: and when he is old he will not depart
from it. Withhold not correction from the
child: for if thou beatest him with the rod
he will not die. Thou shalt beat him with
the rod, and deliver his soul from hell. The
rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child
left to himself bringeth his mother to
shame. Correct thy son and he shall give
thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto
thy soul. Provoke not your children to
wrath but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.
"And these words that I command thee
this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest u p : that they might
set their hope in God, and not forget the
works of God, but keep His commandments." (Prov. 2 2 : 6 ; 23:13, 14; 29:15, 17;
Eph. 6 : 4 ; Deut. 6:6, 7 ; Psa. 7 8 : 7 ) .
T H E CHILDREN

"Children, obey your parents in the
Lord: for this is right. Obey thy father
and thy mother that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee. Hearken unto thy father that
begat thee, and despise not thy mother
when she is old. Hear the instruction of
thy father and forsake not the law of thy
mother." (Eph. 1:3 Ex. 20:12; Prov.
23:22; 1:8).
T H Y BROTHERS AND SISTERS

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it
is for brethren to dwell together in unity."
(Psa. 133:1).
—Sent in by a friend.
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S O U N D SPEECH
John A.

Climenhaga

"Young men likewise exhort to be sober
minded. In all things showing thyself a
pattern of good works: in doctrine showing
uncorruptness,
gravity, sincerity,
Sound
that is of the contrary part may be
ashamed, having no evil thing to say to
you."
HIS word of the apostle Paul to the
young men is exceedingly interesting
and weighty, especially that part which
speaks of sound speech. The deduction is
clear that some speech is not sound. It
can be condemned by those who are of the
contrary part. Instead of it bringing shame
to the contrary one, it brings shame upon
the speaker. Too frequently we justify
ourselves in our incorrect speaking declaring, that after all the main thing in speaking is to be understood regardless of the
arrangement of words. Such a statement
sounds like the voice of the careless, the
indifferent, the indolent. "What is worth
doing is worth doing well" is the slogan of
most of us. So "what is worth saying is
worth saying well" should likewise be our
slogan. I recognize that very few of us
are perfect but that is no excuse for not
becoming as perfect as our innate or inherent capabilities permit. To be slothful
in speech is just as wrong as to be slothful in business.

T

This is not a plea for classical speech
nor for the ability to express ourselves in
the language of the literary expert. It is
rather an effort to make all of us a little
more careful in the speech of everyday
life, thus making us and our testimony concerning the things the Lord has done for
us, admirable instead of being despised.
Our speech should be simple but sound.
Not only once but many times I have heard
contrary ones say words which condemn
the speaker and that rightly so.
As I write I am praying, "Lord, enable
me to be constructively critical." In other
words I desire to discriminate carefully so
that I might build up and not tear down.
In this sense the whole New Testament is
critical concerning speech for it has been
said by men of letters that it is the best
piece of English literature in existence.
The authorized version is not modern English. We can be grammatical without
knowing grammar. The apostles "were unlearned and ignorant men" so far as being
schooled in the universities of their day,
but scholars took knowledge that they had
beefn with Jesus. The best of language is
seen in their writings. They were not
grammatically careless.
Some of my readers may ask, "What are
some of the common mistakes which we as
a people m a k e ? " May I point out one or
two without making you feel that I am
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condemning you? If I can I desire to
have my speech sound in intonation as well
as in construction. I want to help you.
That alone is my reason for being bold in
speech of which mention shall be made
later. Are you not happy that Christ died
for you and me? Let us have charity between you and me. Have you been guilty
of saying "Christ died for you and I ? "
But you have never said, "Christ died for
I," have you? No. He died for me. He
died for you and me. "This is between you
and me," should be said, not "between you
and I." Likewise you would say, "Christ
gave himself for me, for you and me," not
"for you and I."
Not only should our speech be grammatically correct; it should also be seasonably sound. Christ declared "Let your
communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay:
for whatsoever is more than these cometh
of evil." The apostle James says: "But
above all things, my brethren, swear not,
neither by heaven, neither by the earth,
neither by any other oath: but let your
yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall
into condemnation." For you and me to
say "As sure as I am living" or "As sure
as there is a heaven above," is wrong for
it is condemned by the New Testament
teaching.
If I tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth my word

Ministries in Suffering
Rev. H. S. Tool
Sorrows are mine; I shall drink of their
fountains and live,
In their strength shall I rest, and what
these crude happenings give,
Shall rob me of fear for the morrow, and
wing my poor life
With a faith that shall give me her
strength to win the strife.
Sorrows

are mine and my spirit in confidence soars
O'er the heights of the canyon where wild,
booming cataract roars;
Or, across the grey seas of distress, and
when thunder clouds rise
I mount on the wings of my grief to the
blue of the skies.
Sorrows are mine, but Another hath borne
them in pain,
On his hands and his feet and his heart
was a crimson red stain;
In the suffering he bore, in the anguish
and burden he knew
I shall travel these paths till my tempesttost journey is through.
Billings, Montana.
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does not need to be backed up by an oath.
Again if my word is yea, yea, i need not
say "Isn't that s o ? " Such expressions
cause the contrary ones to immediately
think that at times my word is not accurate
and to be believed. When but a boy I read
an article in a paper called The Little
Christian, entitled "Didn't I D a n ? " It was
the story of a boy whose word was not to
be relied upon because of his extreme exaggeration. Thus his stories, when true,
had to be substantiated by a boy named
Dan. The reading of that article had its
effect upon my thinking and the reading of
the Word has increased that effect.
In the third place sound speech includes
graceful speech. Paul writes: "Let your
speech be alway with grace, seasoned with
salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. "Again I confess my
lack of understanding. I am conscious
that my best of intentions most carefully
worded according to my idea, have been
sadly misunderstood as I judge the reactions which have come my way. But shall
I justify ungraceful speech because of
these things? Our uncanny speech will
get us nowhere to those who are without.
It will retard the work of God more than
incorrect speech. Real genuine conviction
is needed and that conviction must be
backed up by kind or graceful words. Well
has the wise man declared "A word fitly
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of
silver." I one time heard a lawyer who
was also an ordained minister of religion
and an advocate of genuine holiness say:
"I'd rather meet a fellow barrister anytime than a politician of a holiness church,
for he at least knows how to be graceful
and talk sensibly." Surely our speech must
be graceful if it is to be sound.
In the fourth place we need plainness
of speech in order that our speech may be
sound. A man may talk for hours and say
but little. Speech may be enticing but not
plain. Scripture says "we use great plainness of speech." Paul did not go to the
Corinthian Church with excellency of
speech nor with enticing words of man's
wisdom but in the demonstration and power
of the Spirit. Plainness of speech is the
same as plain speech or speech which is
easily understood. Correct speech is usally the most easily understood. To this
there may be exceptions for I have found
myself using simple words, easily understood in certain localities but wrongly
taken in other places. It may be correct to
call an American a common man but very
rude to call an Englishman common. English ladies love to be called homely but
not the ladies of U. S. A. Hence it is
necessary for us to learn the speech of the
people with whom we have to do. Speech
must be clear to be sound.
Lastly we need speech that is bold to be
sound. Let us not confuse the word, bold,
(Continued on page 155)
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Special

Notice

In a former issue of the Visitor an appeal
was made for bishops, ministers and correspondents themselves to send your editor
the names of those responsible in each congregation or district for reports to the
Visitor. We are hoping to effect some improvements in our news items from the
various parts of the church. To accomplish
this purpose we need the names of all
correspondents so that we can keep in
personal touch with them and give suggestions concerning the desired results.
One of the primary objectives is the
reduction of the length of a majority of
reports and testimonies. The other chief
aim is to get more frequent and current
news from all parts of the Brotherhood.
We are certain you will want to give us
your utmost cooperation in this venture.
If we are to give more current items of
general interest from all the churches, it
means of course, that no one church shall
preempt a disproportionate share of the
alloted space.
May we have your cooperation, both in
giving desired information, and also in
making your reports brief? Please!!—Ed.

General Conference

VISITOR
Announcement

In the Providence of God, we have been
brought through the weeks and months of
the past year to the very threshold of General Conference time for 1944. It will be of
interest to the Church-at-large to know that
the material for General Conference Program is in the hands of the printer. The
program should be off the press and in the
mails by May Bth. A copy will be sent to
each of the officials, members of church
boards, delegates, and licensed ministers.
Your copy of the General Conference Program should reach you in any part of the
United States and Canada by May 10, 1944.
The following is information submitted by
the General Conference Executive Committee for the 1944 conference.
Travel and Entertainment Information
Upon instructions from the Board of
Directors of the General Conference, entertainment is being provided by the General
Conference Executive Committee for members of boards, delegates, and officials, and
conference workers.
Persons motoring to Conference coming
from the North and East, follow U. S. Route
15 from Harrisburg toward Gettysburg, Pa.,
and follow signs to Messiah Bible College.
Motorists .travelling from West on Pennsylvania Turnpike, turn South at eastern terminus just beyond the bridge at Middlesex.
Follow main road indicated by Conference
signs to Grantham.
Those traveling by train, come to Harrisburg, Pa. Bus and train schedule between
Harrisburg and Grantham, is printed inside the back cover. Conference members
who find it impossible to meet this schedule
can board Valley Transportation Co. busses
for Mechanicsburg, call Messiah Bible College, 665J-11, and request transportation to
Grantham. Buses leave Harrisburg for Mechanicsburg at the corner of Second and
Market Streets, west side of the City
Square.
Lodging accommodations will be ready for
Board members Tuesday night, June 6. The
first Conference meal to be provided will be
breakfast, Wednesday morning," June 7.
Henry G. Brubaker
General Conference Sec'ty.

Special Announcements
EVANGELISTIC SLATE
MARSHALL WINGER, Ontario, Canada
Philadelphia, Pa.—May 7.
ELDER KENNETH STARR, Leonard, Mich.
Rosebank, Ontario—April 23-May 7.
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these services. Come and enjoy t h e spiritual
» feast with us.
—Jacob W. Keefer, Correspondent.
MICHIGAN
Martinsburg, P a
May 13
Gladwin
May 13, 14
Leonard
May 20, 21
Merrill
_
May 27, 28
Mooretown
June 17, 18
KENTUCKY
Evangel Chapel—afternoon & evening—May 20
OHIO
Valley Chapel.—Saturday & Sunday—May 13,14
Highland
Saturday & Sunday—May 27, 28
Sippo Valley ....Saturday & Sunday—June 3, 4
Ontario Spring Love Feasts
Boylel meet a t 2:00 p. m
May 20, 21
Frogmore, meet at 2:00 p. m
May 20, 21
Wainfleet, meet at 1:30 p. m
May 27, 28
Nottowa, meet 10:00 a. m
May 27, 28
Cheapside, meet at 2:00 p. m
June 3, 4
. Markham, meet a t 10:00 a. m
June 3, 4
Howick, meet at 2:00 p. m
June 17, 18
Bertie, meet a t 10:00 a. m
June 17, 18
Clarence Center, meet a t 3:00 p. m.-June 24, 25
Waterloo, meet at 2:00 p. m
June 24, 25
Springvale, meet a t 2:00 p. m
July 1, 2
Kansas
Hebron
May 13, 14
Bethel
_
May 20, 21
Pennsylvania
Silverdale
May 13,14.
Cedar Grove Church. Pa.,
May 20,21.
Baptism services Saturday fore-noon, Love
Feast Services Saturday afternoon at 1:30.
Cross Roads, Florin, Pa.
May 13, 14.
ANNUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION
Brethren in Christ Church of Ontario,
to be held a t t h e
Heise Hill Church, Gormley, Ontario
Sunday, May 14th, 1944
Theme: "Casting bread upon the waters."
9:45 Sunday School Lesson
An Efficient Sunday School
Edward Gilmore, Lowbanks, Ontario
The Sunday School's Three Fold Responsibility
C. W. Boyer, Dayton, Ohio
1:30 Devotions
The Superintendent and His Task
C. W. Boyer
W h a t Hath God Wrought?
Percy Cassel, Blair, Ontario
Reading
Rhoda Sider, Nanticoke, Ont.
Panel Discussion "The Sunday School
Teacher"
Personal Spiritual Preparation
Martha Schrock, Willlamsville, N. T.
Mastering the Scriptural Portion
Alvin Winger, Gormley, Ontario
Securing Illustrative Material
Mary Sentz, Welland, Ontario
Teaching the Lesson
John Patfleld. Stayner, Ontario
Fortifying Youth Today for the Conquests of Tomorrow
E. J. Swalm, Duntroon, Ontario
7:00 Devotions
The Child and Worship
John Patfleld
A Call to Parents
C. W. Boyer
Note: Special recognition will be given to
delegates representing the Sunday Schools included in this Convention.
Special music to be supplied.

Do we go to church with great joy?
Many Christians ( ? ) are bored by church
attendance.

Fairland Church, Cleona, P a
April 29 and 30.
Mechanicsburg, Pa
May 6-7.
Ray's Cove, Pa
-•- May 12
Saxton, P a
May 13
Clear Creek, Pa
May 14
Blandburg, Pa
April 8
Canoe Creek, Pa
June 17
Granville, Pa
June 3 and 4
North Franklin District, Air Hill Church,
Wednesday and Thursday, May 24, 25

The Brethren in Christ Mission at Philadelphia extends a cordial invitation to the Brethren and Sisters of the Brotherhood to attend
our Annual Love Feast, May 13th and the
Rededication of the Chapel May 14th. Sunday Afternoon Bishop Charlie Byers, Chambersburg, Penna., will bring the rededication
message followed with the rededication ceremony and prayer by Bishop H. N. Hostetter,
Washingtonboro, Penna. Special singing by
Tyson Sisters. Meals and Lodging on Free
Will offering plan. We would appreciate a
card from you so that necessary arrangement
for lodging will be provided.
A three weeks revival will begin Sunday
evening May 14th with Bro. Marshall Winger,
Ontario, Canada, as Evangelist. We solicit
your prayers for this work.
—The Four Workers.

Long is the way through precepts,
short and effective through examples.
—Latin Adage.

A love feast will be held in the Free Grace
Church, near Millersburg, Pa., on May 13 and
14, beginning Saturday afternoon, a t 1:30.
A hearty invitation is extended to all, and
ministering brethren in other districts are
especially invited to attend and participate in

Courage consists not in blindly overlooking danger but in seeing and conquering it.—Richter.

LOVE FEASTS
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now his boys are gone so he just shut the
door and walked off.
The Mission lost a valuable worker when
THE LIFE LINE GOSPEL MISSION, San Sister
withdrew from the mission to
Francisco—The work in the Life Line Gos- becomePlum
the
wife
of Bro. Richard Chaplin.
pel Mission is moving along nicely. Some May God's blessing
be upon them in their
times there are not many in the hall, and new home life.
we never have crowds. Mission work these
During the month of March a large neon
days is uphill work, like always. Men needsign was placed on the front of the mission
help now more than ever, but with plenty of
work and plenty of money they are not in- hall. This was made possible by friends
clined to feel their need. Not a week goes whose hearts God had touched for this purby, however, without some poor sin-sick man pose. It is proving a profitable investment,
coming to the altar. Since the first day of for it is guiding many into the hall. It can
January there have been no less than be seen for a long distance in both directwenty men at the altar for prayer. Most tions, up and down Sixth Street.
We keep telling people that this is the
of these men professed to accept Christ as
their saviour. Some have moved away, while best place on Sixth Street and the only
others have not been able to stand against place on this street where they will hear the
the terrific pressure of darkness. There Gospel of salvation, the best news that
have been some very interesting cases that ever fell on mortal ears. PRAY FOR THE
have been a real encouragement to the LIFE LINE GOSPEL MISSION.
workers to keep pressing the battle still
H. W. and Katie Buckwalter,Ruth Bowers.
harder.
One night a soldier came to the altar
FINANCIAL REPORT FOE
January, February and March, 1944
after a little persuasion and prayed in real
Receipts
earnest. Afterward we learned that he had
Balance on hand, $197.97. Hall Offerings
been a preacher for two years before enter- $299.51.
Rent $10.50. Joe Smith $1. Bro. and
ing the army where he found conditions too Sr. Lowell Hoover $5. Mrs. Dean Engle and
trying for his profession and went under. "Mary G. $4.85. Jake Bert and wife $5. Sr.
He went away with victory in his heart. We Kena Miller $1. In His Name $4. A Friend
of Missions $1. Primary S. S. Class, Rosecan only follow him with our prayers.
hank, Kansas $7.33. Wm. Jones $5. Friend of
On another evening a boy only sixteen Missions $5. Janna Goins $2. Bro. Johnson $5.
Upland S. S. $57.31. Mr. and Mrs. Schuiz $10.
said that he had enlisted and that he heard
the singing and came into the mission. He Edna Harmon $2. Total $623.47.
came to the altar and accepted Christ as
Expenditures
his saviour. He is another that we can only
House: Table $94.50. Public Utilities $51.45.
Insurance $21,00. Incidentals $6.86. Total
follow with our prayers.
Expenditures $173.81.
Jesus said, "Follow me, and I will make
Hall: Public Utilities $19.29. Rent $120.00.
you fishers of men." And you never know Car fare $7.78. S. S Supplies $9.35. Tracts
cards $7.30. Repairs $17.84. Incidentals
what nor who you will catch next. A man and
$5.38. Total $186.94.
came to the altar and prayed and professed
Total expenditures House and Hall, $360.75.
to get victory, and then he told us that he
Balance $262.72.
had attended Bible School a short term and
Special for neon sign $210.00. Neon sign
had preached in a city mission for a while, $163.75. Balance $46.25.
but had drifted away and fell hard. He
found himself in the hospital with delirium
Kentucky
tremens and it frightened him. He said he
made a special trip to the mission for help.
FELLOWSHIP MEETING—The Eleventh
And he was not disappointed, for he went
out smiling and professing to have the vic- Annual Fellowship Meeting at the Fairview
Church in Kentucky on March 25th was antory.
Some cases are very sad, especially when other real spiritual feast.
The climax of the meeting was reached
they tell of broken homes and of sons killed
in the war. One such case was especially during the unusual praise service in which
touching. A man came to the altar without nearly all whole-heartedly participated.
personal invitation and began crying in Some gleanings of the topics discussed and
agony and desperation. His breath was testimonies, follow:
strong with liquor and he cried out, "I had
We cannot bear good fruit unless we
two boys. My two boys were killed in the have fellowship with Christ.
war. O, my boys, this is driving me crazy."
We must let our lights shine, not just one
And then with a despairing groan as if it day
but EVERY day.
were the last groan on earth, "My two darFailing to walk in the light hinders felling boys, they're dead." We tried to tell
him that it was for him to get right with lowship with one another.
God so that God could comfort him, but it
Reading bad literature is a peril to our
was no use, for he kept crying and agon- christian life.
izing for his two boys. Then the Lord gave
. Indifference to spiritual things is rampant
us John fourteen to read to him. As soon in this war-torn world.
as he caught those words, he calmed someDoes what we say add to or take from the
what, and when we paused at the sixth person about whom we speak?
verse he said, "Isn't that wonderful, read it
One can tell the kind of wheels in one's
again." We read it again, and then he want- head by the kind of spokes that come out
ed a book with that in, and we gave him a of the mouth.
Gospel of John with our card. He went out
One sign of growth in grace is that one
apparently much comforted, after we had receives new light.
gotten his name and found out that he
I don't believe anybody can keep the vicwas an M. D. and that his wife had died and tory who does not spend at least 15 minutes
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every day alone with God.
Jesus is no security against storms, but
He is perfect security in storms. He has
never promised an easy passage, only a
safe landing.
Some one said, that the secret of their
success in the christian life was that when
they started out they checked their baggage
clear through.
If the devil pecks on our heart, be sure he
is pecking only on the outside.
God does not ask for THE best but for
OUR best.
"This is my Father's world;
He shines in all that's fair.
In the rustling grass I hear Him pass;
He speaks to me everywhere."

Michigan
GOD'S LOVE MISSION REPORT—for
January, February, and March. At this
Easter time we rejoice in our living Saviour. His saving and sanctifying power in
our hearts makes life worth living.
The Lord gave us a most inspiring time
under the ministry of Rev. Albert H. Engle,
who conducted our winter revival in January. The attendance was good—we are
glad to see so many friends from other
churches in these meetings. Conviction was
very heavy. And, we saw some gracious
results.
At the time of this revival we conducted
the first Love Feast of the Brethren in
Christ Church in Detroit. (While we had
wanted one before, the way never seemed
open.) It was a most wonderful experience!
Rev. Engle was^asked by our Bish. Henry
Schneider to assist in the communion of the
Lord's Table. There were other brethren
and sisters from Michigan, Rev. William
Engle being one of the speakers. There was
an unusual blessing upon everyone during
the feet-washing service. God's love filled
our hearts. Some who were participating
for the first time found themselves weeping ,
and hugging each other trying to express
their joy. There were few dry eyes. Several
broke out into shouts of praise. There was
a unity which only God's love can give.
This was a very good starter for future
events to measure up to, and, it helped our
sister Church folk to appreciate us.
The new Mission Parsonage seems to
mean more to us each day—especially because there has been a very gracious response from the Church.
We are sorry to report that Sister Lewis
is suffering much from arthritis. Please
pray for her relief, for, this is a great hindrance to her service for Christ.
Sister Evelyn Frysinger and Sister Janna
Goins have been assisting a local holiness
radio program twice a week with their
talent in song and piano music. This has
been an opportunity to advertise our Work
and it is a worthy ministry.
- The Lord has also blessed the efforts of
Rev. John Montgomery who was placed in
the office of Sunday School Supt., the first
of the year. The Assistant Superintendent,
Sr. Dorothy Hartsock, is also doing a great
work among our children and young folk.
As a result the school is growing and glowing with new life. Both these S. S. workers
also speak in the week-night services regularly. We also appreciate the faithfulness
and fine help which others are giving.
Everyone is happy to see our Sr. Edith
Yoder again. She is teaching S. S. and
helping in the nightly meetings in the place

152

(8)

EVANGELICAL

of Sr. Goins, who is visiting in California.
Please notice the good giving from our
local folk, which you will find in the following report of finances. This report also
covers January, February, and March:
GOD'S LOVE MISSION FINANCIAL REPORT
Local Receipts
Hall Offerings $208.88. Walter Allie and wife
$2. Dorothy Hartsock $10.40. Willis Montgomery $53. Ben Wald $3. Mrs. Annis $1.
Henry Loefner $5. John Montgomery and wife
$19. Total Local Receipts $294.28.
Receipts from Church at l a r g e
Helpers Class, Garrett, Ind„ $5. State Mission
Board $20.00. T. P. C. League, Upland, $8.41.
Cheapside S. S. $17.11. Leslie Montgomery $2. S.
Musser and Wife $5.. Rosebank S. S. $20.80.
Howard Hoke and Wife $10. Emmanuel Chapel S. S. $9.88. Bish. L. Shoalts $4. S. Buckwaiter and Wife $3. Total Receipts from
Church a t Large $95.20.
Total Local Receipts $294.28. Total Church
at Large Receipts $95.20. Balance from Dec.
1943 $37.45. Grand Total Receipts $426.93.
Mission Expenses
Rent $75.00. Transportation $43.23. Lights
$21.24. Gas (heat) $41.58. Misc. $10.79. Total
$191.84.
>
Home (Parsonage) Expenses
Plastering $38.00. Plumbing Repair $2.60.
Water Heater $47.41. Groceries $152.77. Coal
$52.42. Lights 20.21. Phone $17.01. Gas $14.85.
Water $2.95. Total $348.22.
Total Mission Expenses $191.84. Total Home
Expenses $348.22. Grand Total Exp. $540.06.
Grand Total Receipts $426.93.
Deficit $114.13.
W i t h sincere appreciation we thank you for
these gifts. We , are thankful also for food
given by the Visiting Michigan Brethren,
Thanks too, for your earnest prayers. Humbly
submitted,
Tour Missionaries:
William and Willa Lewis,
Janna Goins and Evelyn Frysinger.

Pennsylvania
MOWERSVILLE, PENNA.—The MowersviUe Brethren in Christ launched a revival
meeting, starting Tuesday evening March 7,
1944 with Rev. Samuel Lady of Sandusky,
Michigan in charge. The weather was fine
during most of the meeting and was attended by large crowds every evening. Bro.
Lady's clear .heartsearching messages were
much appreciated by all who heard him.
Two souls were at the altar for the first
time and a number were at the altar for a
second work of Grace. The Meeting closed
on Sunday evening March 26th.
The following Monday and Tuesday evening Bro. Lady preached at Doubling Gap
where the Brethren have started a new
meeting place. At this meeting two souls
sought the Lord-for the first time. May the
Lord continue to bless Bro..Lady as he goes
to other fields of labor.—Cor.
MANOR REVIVAL—On Sunday evening,
April 9th another revival became history at
the Manor Brethren in Christ Church. The
meetings opened March 26, 1944 and lasted
for two weeks. The attendance was good.
Bishop Henry N. Hostetter of the home
congregation was the evangelist. Bro. Hostetter faithfully preached the good tidings
of salvation. His messages were interesting
and inspiring and we feel many were furthered on the way. A few knelt at the altar
for the first time and a few came for help.
We are glad for this but we believe there
should have been others who should have
obeyed God's call. But we know the seed
was sown and we leave the rest with the
Lord. We as Christians were encouraged
to press onward in His service.—Cor.

VISITOR

.PALMYRA, PENNA
We are glad to
have Rev. Titus Books, Cleona, give us
to a greater extent, His suffering, as we
two services. (Wednesday and Thursday
nights of Passion Week.) We appreciated,
followed our Saviour, step by step, to the
cross. His patience and long suffering, compared to the mob of mad, blood-thirsty
accusers, impressed us very much. Bro.
Books brought before us the characteristics
of the different rulers, before whom Jesus
was tried. How different our Loving Saviour's attitude was from that of the noisy,
murdering mob.
May the blessing of the Lord be upon Bro.
Books as he goes among our precious C. O.
boys in the different camps. That he may
be a great encouragement to them; and that
they in turn, may be soul winners wherever
they are, is our prayer.
Our communion service on the evening of
Good Friday seemed to climax the services
of the two previous evenings. A large group
of communicants once more partook of the
emblems of the broken body and shed blood
of our Lord. We were glad for. the aged
pilgrims of the cross, who very seldom are
able to worship with us, who were able to be
at the table of the Lord. May God bless
them in the sunset of their lives. Also we
were glad to have with us our returned
missionary from Africa, Sr. Anna Wolgemuth, formerly from our district.
However, we missed those who have gone
from our number, who, no doubt, were
thinking this way, but were not privileged
to be with us. The missionaries whom the
Lord has called to the foreign and home
mission fields; and the boys who were called
to leave their homes, a t the call of their
country. ' We pray the Lord's blessing on
our missionaries, that they may be the
means of bringing many souls to lay at His
feet. We pray also t h a t God's protecting
arm and His benediction may be on our
boys. "Lord, speed the day when they may
be able to come back to their homes and
friends," is our prayer.—Esther Gingerich,
Cor.
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— M A R Rl A G E S —
BREHM—SNYDER —A quiet, unannounced
wedding took place on April 8, 1944, in Harrisburg, Pa., at the home of Eld. David W.
Brehm when Sr. Sadie Snyder, also of Harrisburg, became his bride. Elder Irvin O.
Musser performed the ceremony. The happy
couple will reside in Harrisburg. Their many
friends wish for them the Lord's blessing a s
they work for Him.
HEISEY—LYONS —The marriage of Bro.
D. Earl Heisey, son of Sr. Elizabeth Heisey
of Landisville, Pa., and -Sr. Clara E. Lyons,
daughter of Bish. and Sr. Jonathan Lyons,
now of Wheeler Michigan was solemnized
Sunday afternoon April 9, 1944 in the Brethren in Christ Church of Merrill, Michigan.
The ceremony was performed by the bride's
father and brother, Bish. Jonathan. Lyons
and Eld. Garry Lyons. May the blessing of
the Risen Christ attend this union.
HESS—CARBAUGH—Bro. Olin Hess, son
of I r a Hess, and nephew of Stine P. Hess of
Greencastle, Pa., was united in marriage, on
March 11th, 1944, to Sr. Nora Carbaugh.
daughter of Amos Carbaugh of Mercersburg,
Pa., R. D. 2.
The ceremony was performed in the home
of the officiating minister Bishop J. L. Myers.
Brother and Sister Hess are members of
the Montgomery Congregation and teachers
in the Sunday School. May God bless this
union to the glory of God.

May 8, 1944

— OBITUARIES —
BOWINS—Sr. Mary Christina Bowins, was
born March 5, 1885 at Gibraltar, Ontario, and
departed this life after two months illness of
heart trouble on April 8, 1944, aged 59 years,
1 month, and three days. She leaves to
mourn: her husband Bro. J. Charles Bowins
to whom she was united in marriage on De• eember 21, 1915 and three children, William
at home, Aria (Mrs. Frank Ferguson) of Glen
Huron, Ont., and VVilma the youngest daughter also at home; two grand children Robert
and Joan Ferguson and h e r aged mother
Mrs. Phyllis Rolling; three children having
preceded her in death in infancy.
Sr. Bowins was converted when quite young
in life and ten years ago, she with her husband and two of the children united with the
Brethren in. Christ Church. Ere she passed to
her reward she left a testimony that she was
ready to go.
Funeral services were conducted in the
Sixth Line
Brethren in Christ Church by
Bish. E. J. Swalm, assisted by Eld. C. L.
Baker and Rev. Walsh of the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ Church of Stayner, Ont.
Text I Thess. 4:13. Interment in the cemetery adjoining awaiting the resurrection
morning.

» •^••» i

CLARK — Arnold Eugene Clark, son of
Chalmers and Vesta Dibert Clark, was born
Nov. 14, 1935, and departed this life April 14,
1944, a t the age of eight years and Ave
months.
He leaves to mourn his home going his
loving parents, one baby sister, three grand
parents, a host of friends and other relatives.
Arnold met tragic death, in front of the
school ground when he was struck by a milk
truck and instantly killed.
The large funeral was held in the Church
of the Brethren a t Cherry Lane, Ave miles
south of Everett, Pa.; may God comfort the
sorrowing family and grant that this loud
call may be heeded by the unsaved.
Services in charge of Bishop J. L. Myers,
and Rev. C. O. Beery of the Church of the
Brethren.
DSIHI—Bro. Edward N. Deihl of Shippensburg R. R. 3 was born November 3, 1866 and
died April 18, 1944 aged 77 years, 5 months
and 15 days. Bro. Deihl had been in failing
health for the past year b u t was not bedfast.
He passed away during t h e night and was
found dead in bed by his wife when she went
to call him for breakfast. He was a member of
the Brethren in Christ of the MowersvilleGreenspring District and is survived by his
wife, Ave sons and two daughters, three
brothers and 25 grandchildren.
Funeral services were conducted a t the
Mount Rock Church on Friday afternoon
April 21, in charge of Bishop Charlie Byers
assisted by Elders, Wm. M. Asper and Ebbert
Stayman.
i
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FIKE—James Edward Fike—infant son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Fike of Ramona, Kans.
was born April 3, 1944. After one brief day
of life, the little bud was plucked by our
heavenly Father for H i s Kingdom, where we
think of him as being safe in the arms of
Jesus. Short service was held from Mrs.
Fike's parent's home, burial in Ramona Cemetery, R. I. Witter officiating.
> m*& i

GOOD—Samuel M. Good of Dallas Center
was born in Franklin County, Pa.. August 26,
1861 and died March 8, 1944. In the year 1879
he went with his parents to Dickinson County
Kansas, and in 1885 he was married to Katie
L. Hawbaker. Two months later he was converted and joined the Brethren in Christ
Church, which ho later served a s deacon for
over 15 years. H e was the father of five
children: Lottie R. Hinkson, Ida McKelvey,
Virgie Hansjosten. Clarence and Keith; 10
grand children and 20 great grand children.
He left Kansas in 1887 and h a s lived in and
around Dallas Center, Iowa since t h a t time
until his death. He was aged 82 years, 6
months and 11 days.
Funeral services were conducted at the
Church of the Brethren by C. R. Nissley
nnd Henry and Sylvanus Landis of Des
Moines. Burial was at the Church of the
Brethren cemetery.
GREENAWAIiT— Oliver K. Greenawalt a
son of the late Henry B. and Mary Keener
Greenawalt was born in Mount Joy, Pa. He
departed this life April 4, 1944 at his home
after several weeks' illness a t the age of
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eighty-five years. Bro. Greenawalt was a
retired tinsmith and a member of the Brethren in Christ Church at Cross Roads.
He is survived by his wife, who was Anna
Elizabeth Rhoads; four children, Clarence
Greenawalt, Claymont, Del., Virginia and Ida,
both at home; and Clara, wife of Austin
Renn, Lancaster; three grandchildren; one
sister Mrs. Mary Brandt, Lancaster; and two
brothers, Harry of Harrisburg; and John of
Mount Joy.
Funeral services were held from the
Nissley funeral home, Mount joy on April 8,
1944. Services were in charge of Bish. I. W.
Musser, assisted by Eld. Eli Engle and Ezra
Rank, pastor of the Mount Joy U. B. Church.
Text St. John 11:25. Interment in the
Eberle cemetery.
> <i»

<

GBOIT— Sister Katie Ann Grotf departed
this life April 1, 1944. aged 84 years and
17 days. Her husband Samuel Lincoln Groi'f
preceded her in death 17 years ago, November 25th, 1927. They were united in marriage
January 27th, 1881, at the home of the bride's
parents. During their married life they were
blessed with three children, two sons and one
daughter, two sons preceded her to the spirit
world in infancy. She joined the Brethren in
Christ Church in Hummelstown in May 26,
1917, and was a faithful member until called
to her reward. She was a Christian about 53
years. Our loss was our sister's gain. She
resided with her only survivor Mrs. Edna
Schreiver until death. Five granddaughters
and three great-granddaughters remain.
Funeral services were held from the Bowser Funeral Parlor on April 4, at 2 o'clock
with the further services at the Hummelstown Brethren in Christ Church. Services conducted by Bishop Henry K. Kreider and Eld.
Clayton M. Engle with interment in adjoining
cemetery.

A Testimony
Greetings in Jesus' Name:
We have felt that the Lord would have us
honor Him by way of testimony through the
columns of the Visitor.
Several months ago it was evident that
my eyes were badly afflicted. My eyesight
was so poor that it seemed I might go blind.
Especially in my one eye, I would hardly
have known that our neighbor's house was
only several rods from our home.
My needlework and knitting needles were
all laid aside, not knowing when I could
take them up again. My Bible, being of
large print, I managed to read just a little
at a time and that with difficulty. My
writing, Alma, my daughter, helped me
with. It was a real test, for what could I
do without my eyesight? It seemed everything was gone. I prayed earnestly in my
helpless condition and asked God to come
to my help this once more, as He had done
many times in my life before.
One evening while I was lying on the
couch, the Lord came so near and so clearly
the words came, "I am the Lord that healeth thee." Also these words, "Who forgiveth all thine iniquity and healeth all thy
diseases." Psalms 103:3. These scriptures
had a depth of meaning that can only come
by the revelation of His Spirit. They were
so precious. While I was meditating it
came to me I should be anointed. The next
Sunday morning I was anointed for the
healing.of my eyes. Several sisters said "I
believe the Lord will heal your eyes." The
conflict was on and this came as a word of
comfort and strength, to my faith. After
I was anointed the Lord gave me the 121st
Psalm. I had memorized this Psalm many
years ago and have often repeated it since;
but at this time it seemed as I prayed the
words of this Psalm, it just expressed my
innermost feelings to the Lord. I prayed
it over and over again and it seemed as
though I was eating it and it became life
to me, and as I lifted my poor sick eyes
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unto the hills, "from whence cometh my
help," I knew God was answering.
One morning I looked out the window and
I could see so clearly our neighbor's home.
I realized such a definite change. Then
came the thought, well it is such a clear
morning, the sun shining so brightly, perhaps that may be the reason. The next
morning it was raining and dark clouds
hung low, and still I could see. I knew at
once something had happened. I began to
weep for joy, and I found myself walking
around the room saying, "Thank you, Lord.
Oh, thank you, Thank you, for healing my
eyes and giving me back my sight again."
It seemed I could not get through thanking
the Lord and I am not through yet and I
will continue to thank Him. This personal
touch from God is "a sacred thing. Naturally
I would just ponder it within my own heart;
but I feel a desire to honor my Lord and
when I do tell it out He blesses me. I cannot now tell the joy in my heart as I am
writing this. All honor to His precious
Name.
I have trusted the Lord for the healing
of my body for nearly fifty years. During
this time God has taken me through some
real tests and given me real victories. One
time when I was so low, naturally speaking,
there was no hope for my recovery; but God
plucked me out of the jaws of death and
gave me the victory over death, hell and the
grave. Praise His Name. Why should I not
trust Him now ?
Thank God, through His Son Jesus Christ,
atonement was made for our sicknesses as
well as for our sins.
May we be true till Jesus comes. We ask
your prayers.
Thankfully,
Mrs. Katie Bollinger.
MESSIAH ORPHANAGE—"Grace be
unto you and Peace from God the Father,
and from our Lord Jesus Christ. We thank
our God upon every remembrance of you.
For your fellowship in the Gospel until
now." It has been a few years since a
report of our work has been in the Visitor,
but we can readily say, "The good hand
of our God was upon us." God has marvelously supplied all our needs. During
the year 1943 we were able to can 1943
quarts of fruits and vegetables. That was
more than any previous year. We canned
over 700 quarts of tomatoes, the majority
of these were given by Bro. and Sr. Roy
Brubaker from Rapho Dist., who said we
could come and pick each week as long
as the tomato season was on. Others gave
liberally of peaches, pears, cherries, plums,
beans, and peas. During the winter months
different of our members gave meat when
they butchered which helped to eliminate
our meat points. However, recently we
were able to secure certificates for all the
meats and fats we needed. Also many
dressed chickens were brought in by our
local market fold. All these things have
made our menu planning more simple and
easy.
The children enjoyed a lovely Christmas
season. They were remembered by Miss
Cameron, the lady who has given gifts for
at least fifteen years. Others of our own
Church gave lovely gifts and remembrances
to each child. Besides all this, we were
given a bounteous Thanksgiving duck dinner from a good consecrated brother and
sister. They gave everything that can
make a dinner perfect. The Perry County
Pleasant Valley Church gave a large donation including a large turkey, ducks and
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chickens, canned things and candy. At
Christmas time the Elizabethtown Sunday
School gave us a lovely Turkey dinner
with every tempting dish that goes with
it. These dear brethren and sisters, I feel
should have special recognition because for
the last twenty years they have given us
our Christmas dinners. Then too, unsaved
friends of ours have given a turkey every
year for, a number of years. This year the
turkey dressed twenty-three pounds. You
can imagine how much the children enjoyed it. I believe most of the new children that came in ate turkey for the first
time in their lives.
There were thirteeen new children admitted in the past year. They are fine,
promising children. Quite a few of them
gave their hearts to the Lord in our recent
revival here at Cross Roads and are giving definite testimonies to the saving
Grace of God. These precious lives should
be a challenge to the Brethren in Christ
Church since they have been adopted into
the Orphanage. They become children of
our own church and any word of encouragement you may give them will have its
effect on their lives. I feel they are the responsibility of the church and need our
prayers, sympathy, love and affection, the
same as we give our own children.
Every member of the church is welcome
to pay us a visit, have a meal with us,
inspect our place and we will be glad for
any helpful criticisms you may offer. It
is the Church's Orphanage and we workers
are only your Stewards. We appreciate
very much the fine force of workers we
have at present. Sr. Elsie Grove is very
ably doing the cooking. Sr. Mary Musser
is the General girl who very nobly takes
charge of the cleaning and helps with the
disciplining of the children. Sr. Nora Fans
has charge of the laundry and very unselfishly gives her free services in every
other way possible. After working nine
hours hard work in one of our local factories, she comes home and wholeheartedly
devotes her time to the children and helps
with their clothing. May God bless these
dear co-workers for every act of love and
kindness they show to these precious children. God will reward in his own time and
way.
We are living in our home across the
field and come over every day possible,
plan the meals, and work, do most of the
mending and the corresponding. Elsewhere
in this issue we are submitting a talk
given at our annual orphanage meeting by
one of our older' girls who is married and
has a family of her own. This testimony
should convince every one that Orphanage
work is worth while. May God richly
bless the church for supporting the work of
the Orphanage.
Yours for Others,
Bro. & Sr. Clarence Herr
and workers.
Provisions and Clothing were given by the
following during 1943.
Bro. and Sr. I. W. Musser, Bro. and Sr.
Elias Musser, Bro. and Sr. I. M. Wolgemuth,
Bro. and Sr. C. M. Wolgemuth, Bro. and Sr.
John Melhorn, Bro. and Sr. Henry Mellinger,
Bro. and Sr. Joe Lehman, Bro. and Sr. Christ
Moyer, Bro. and Sr. Elmer Books, Bro. Alfred
Rotz, Bro. and Sr., Intersted, Bro. and Sr.
Simon Lehman, Bro. and Sr. Jacob Martin,
Bro. George Frey, Sr. Miriam Mellinger, Bro.
and Sr. Phares Wolgemuth, Bro. and Sr.
Harry Fishburn, Bro. Clayton Stehman, Bro.
and Sr. Martin Heisey, Bro. and Sr. Henry
Hess, Sr. Anna Heisey, Sr. Eva Funk, Sr.
Pearl Weuschenski, Bro. and Sr. Joe Gish,
Bro. and Sr. Daniel Wenger, Bro. and Sr.
Daniel Wolgemuth, Sr. Nora Fans, Sr. Elsie
Grove, Fairland Love Feast, Manheim Love
Feast.
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Bro. and Sr. Roy Brubaker, Mr. and Mrs.
S. A. Hudson, Bro. and Sr. Albert Fans, Sr.
Minnie Rogers, Bro. and Sr. Avery Engle,
Bro. and Sr. Joe Wolgemuth, Bro. and Sr.
Paul Oberholtzer, Sr. John Hess, Bro. and Sr.
Amos Shenk, Bro. and Sr. Andrew Zerdur, Sr.
Ben Musser, Bro. Maurice Stauffer, Bro. and
Sr. Monroe Dourte, Bro. and Sr. Harvey Sollenberger, Bro. and Sr. Merle Wenger, Bro.
and Sr. Adam Knepper, Bro. and Sr. Edward
Sollenberger, Sr. Mary Wingert and Sisters,
the Wiles Family, Bro. and Sr. Earl Brubaker, Chambersburg Congregation, S. Franklin District, Bro. and Sr. J. T. Ginder, Mr.
Clinton Eby, Bro. and Sr. C. N. Hershey,
Bro. and Sr. Edward Henry, Bro. and Sr.
Abner Martin, Bro. and Sr. Jacob Wolgemuth,
Ero. and Sr. Glenn Diller, Bro. and Sr. Henry
Lehman, Bro. and Sr. Samuel Smith, Bro. and
Sr. Earl Martin, Bro. and Sr. Leroy Heisey,
Bro. and Sr. Henry Ginder, Mrs. Gervin
Bailey, Bro. and "Sr. John Schrock, Bro. and
Sr. Noah Heisey, Bro.- and Sr. Oscar Lehman,
Bro. and Sr. Willis Weaver, Bro. Earl Musser,
Sr. Susan Heisey, Bro. and Sr. Laban Wingert, Bro. and Sr. Arthur Zook, Bro. and Sr.
Curtis Melhorn, Bro. and Sr. Amos Herr, Bro.
and Sr. Aaron Hershey, Bro. and Sr. Roy
Martin, Hosit Peach Orchard.
Bro. and Sr. Lester Wolgemuth, Bro. and
Sr. Paul Martin, Fairland Sewing Circle, Bro.
and Sr. Edgar Gish, A Sr. from Cross Roads
Cong., Bro. and Sr. Clyde Slaymaker, Orphanage Meeting Seats, Bro. and Sr. Christ Herr,
Bro and Sr. Ralph Musser, Sr. Lizzie, Hostetter, Bro. and Sr. Ezra Engle, Miss Anna
Mae Eby, Sr. Martha Kuhns, Bro. and Sr.
Raymond Rife, Bro. and Sr. Clarence Colturiter, Chambersburg Needle Guild, Mt. Joy
Needle Guild, Bro. and Sr. Paul Greenwalt,
Bro and Sr. Wilmer Altland, Bro. and Sr.
Isaac Ginder, Sr. Edna Waltore, Palmyra
Needle Guild, Bro. and Sr. Amos Heisey, Sr.
Edna Lehman, Pleasant Valley Cong., A Bro.
and Sr.—Thanksgiving dinner, A Bro. and
Sr from Donegal District, James Temlm,
Grandman Toy, Elizabethtown Sunday School.

WHAT THE ORPHANAGE MEANS TO
ME—First let me say I am glad to call the
orphanage my home. I thank God that I
had the privilege of being placed in a
Christian institution such as the Messiah
Orphanage. It is to this institution I now
wish to pay tribute and to give thanks for
the many blessings I have been permitted to
enjoy within its gates. I appreciate the
training I received, both spiritual and otherwise, for the love and understanding of the
loyal workers who seemed more than willing to open their arms and hearts to u s ;
who seemed to know and share our every
heartache; who seemed to understand just
how badly we felt when we entered the
Orphanage.
I was only eight years old when my kind
and loving father passed away. My brother
and I felt completely lost without him.
Added to this heartache came the news that
we could no longer remain with mother
as she could not care for us properly anymore. Then one day we were informed that
we would have to go to an Orphanage. Our
hearts were filled with such fear for the
stories we had heard about such places were
slightly on the bad side. We finallv became
reconciled to the fact that we had to go. It
could be no other way. Soon the day of departure arrived. Tearfully our sad goodbyes were finally murmured. The engine of
the car began to run and the wheels rolled
along carrying us ever farther away from
home, loved ones and all that was familiar.
To us somehow all hope of ever being happy
again was completely gone. What was it all
about? What had we done to deserve such
a thing? It seemed as though our hearts
would burst.
After what seemed a long, long time the
lady who was driving the car pointed out a
large building to us in the distance and
said that was our future. home. After one
glance my brother said it did not look like
the kind of a place he expected. Why there
were no big iron fences around it and no
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big gates with locks on! Why it looked just
like a big home! We later learned that was
just what it was. One big happy home,
made up of children who were once sad and
hurt just like .we were. As the car came to
a stop, there was a group of happy and contented looking children gathered around. I
remember wondering how they could look
so happy. Surely they had never gone
through what we had and the treatment
here must not be so bad after all. As we
stood there close to the car with its driver
only longing to run away and hid somewhere,, a small, neatly dressed, grey-haired
lady appeared on the porch. A few words
were spoken and the children, who had been
asking questions of all kinds, scampered
away leaving us alone. As we still lingered
tearfully near the car, feeling that to leave
it meant the last thread would be severed
from our old home, the lady approached us
in such a motherly way and with such a
sweet smile on her face, yet in her eyes
were tears of understanding. She placed
an arm around each of us and seemed to
take us to her very heart and accept us just
as we were. Somehow our fears began to
slip away, for surely anyone as kind as she
would be good to us.
It did not take long under the care of our
new friend to see that this was not a prison,
but a place where homeless, helpless children like we were to receive a normal happy
life. We soon became accustomed to our new
surroundings and gradually began to feel at
home. There were many things we had to
learn but through the patience and the understanding of that loyal worker we were
soon brought into line with the other children. That little lady will always be an inspiration to me, and I hope by the grace of
God never to betray the love and labor she
spent in my behalf. And I am sure there
are others here who would say the same, for
she was none other than Sr. Anna Witmer,
who has since gone to her rich reward. For
the Bible gives this promise, "In as much
as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me."
"Our association with Sr. Witmer was not
long, for she soon retired from active duty,
and new workers took her place. I wish I
could make you understand the feeling of
the children when a worker leaves and a
new worker is to arrive. You wonder, will
she be as nice, will she be as kind, can she
possibly understand as the other one did?
But I found as I came in contact with the
new workers they all seemed to possess the
same grand quality of love and understanding. It was true we were made to understand we had to obey rules and regulations
and if we did not it meant punishment of
some kind, but what home can be run
smoothly without these things? True there
were times when I felt as though I was not
getting my just dues. But as I have grown
older, have a home and children of my own,
I sometimes wonder how any one could manage to keep twenty or more children, practically all from different families, happy
and contented as indeed we were. But
thanks be to God that is the kind of workers
He has seen fit and still does see fit to place
in charge of a refuge for homeless and
hopeless children such as we once were.
Then there is the Board, the overseers,
who give wholeheartedly of their time to
take care of the many details great and
small to insure our happiness. Then there
is the Church, God bless her!! Because we
realize it is from her that all these blessings flow. My earnest desire is t h a t I may
live such a life that I may never disgrace
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the church that p-ave me the right to hope
again, the right to live a normal childhood life, filled with happy memories. This
is why I say I'm glad for the privilege to
call the Messiah Orphanage my home. To
the church, the board and the workers I
express my deep appreciation. And I beg
you to press on, for your labors are not in
vain. .
In closing I give a few words about my
brother who entered the Orphanage with
me. In a letter received from him some time
ago, (he is now overseas in service for
his country) he made one statement which
impressed me. I quote, "Sis you remember
the vow we made when we were on our way
to the Orphanage, that we would never send
any children to such a place? But after seeing the many hungry homeless children,
how I wish I could gather them in my arms
and place them there to enjoy the things I
have enjoyed. I guess it did me some good
to be there after all."
—Talk given by Susan Booth at the Mt.
Pleasant Orphanage Meeting, October 8, '42.

A Prayer Answered
A TOUCHING incident occured on April
"
16, 1944 while at worship in a sister
church here in Grants Pass, Oregon.
Just before Sunday School was over a
stranger came in and took the third seat
from the front.
In the fore part of the worship service
the minister asked whether any one had
victory during the week and would like to
testify to it. A few expressed their thanks
to God for definite help and answers to
prayer. Then this stranger arose and said
that he could not testify as a christian but
he felt haunted and wanted to say something. He said he had a dream or a vision
the previous night in which he saw his
mother again going to church as she used
to back in North Carolina. And she pointed
to him to take the way that leads to church.
He said he could not get away from that
scene. His mother was a good christian
but his father was an infidel and died that
way. And that he had not been to church
for fifty years. He said his mother attended
church rain or shine, in snow, in heat or
cold,— she always went. Then he asked the
minister to pray for him. The minister then
prayed for the service and especially mentioning the man's need.
In the afternoon the man and the minister
and his wife met for his need. The man
soon professed to find the Lord. He opened
to them some of his recent experiences and
how he was sorely tempted to end it all.
But now life was different, nothing else
mattered, he said while tears streamed
down his cheeks. He also recalled that this
was his birthday and that he was sixty six.
I met the man the next day and he told
me that he had a wonderful night of rest.
With a smile on his face he now feels so
satisfied and life is worth while.
Here is incentive to faithfulness in prayer
for parents and all. The church service
must continue to be a beacon light where
the way faring and erring may resort for
light and life. We may expect 'most anything to happen in our services if we keep
in the will of God.—B. M. Books, Grants
Pass, Oregon.
A bad workman quarrels with his tools.
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Sound Speech

DAY OF PRAYER

(Continued from page 149)

ASTOR-TEACHERS and missionaries have
triple duties to the Church of God.
These a r e : (1) Exemplifying the Gospel
in word, manner of life spirit and faith;
(2) Teaching the Church for Christ and
feeding her with the Bread of Life; (3)
Turning men from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God. Ministers are the permanent Ecclesiastical officers and their appointment is the direct
act of Chrsit. "He gave some pastors and
teachers," as we know, for the edification
of His Church, and the salvation of men.
Other Church officers by the indirect appointment of Christ through the apostles
are called upon to supplement the labors
of His ministers, and they hold their offices because of the ministry.

fails to influence the multitudes. As a
Christian, therefore, vow that you will ever
pray for every God-called minister. While
many are preying upon ministers by their
selfishness, let all who love God and His
cause, pray for His servants. As Aaron
and Hur held up the hands of Moses in
that great conflict -with Ameleck so let the
faithful hold up the weary hands of God's
ministers as they take their position at the
spiritual fighting front.

Ministerial spiritual enrichment, enlargement and quickening waits very much upon
the prayer of the people of God. The prosperity of Christianity down the centuries
has always been according to the strength
or weakness of the prayer-life of God's people. The population of heaven and hell increases according to the rise or fall of
spirit of prayer in the churches. "As soon
as Zion travailed she brought forth her
children." By the sinful neglect of the
ordinance of prayer sinners slip in greater
numbers into perdition. It is important,
therefore, that God's people shall be in the
spirit of prayer for the ministers of Christ.
The apostle Paul, the pattern of all Gospel ministers, had no false modesty and no
false humility. He knew that he required
the grace of God in order to do the work
of God. He knew that this had to be sought
not only by himself for his labors, but by
God's people as well. Therefore, he pleaded for prayer (Rom. 15:30) as well as
pleaded in prayer (Eph. 1 and 3 ) .
The Gospel is the great instrument of
salvation; and the minister is the medium
through whom God has ordained the instrument of salvation shall become effective in
human hearts. "How shall they hear without a preacher? and how shall they preach
except they be s e n t ? "
Unless Christians reallv pray as they
ought for God's servants the Word of the
Lord will not run and have free course and
be glorified. From the dawn of Church
history to the present moment preaching
has never aroused and drawn the interest
of the generality of the people apart from
the spirit of prayer on the part of Christian people. No other method devised for
reaching the multitudes has been so successful as that easiest of all ministries, that
convenient and mighty ministry of united
prayer. When Christians fail to back their
preachers with prayer the preached word

My Gift
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Sunday, May 28, 1944, will be a special
day of prayer for Ministers and Missionaries. Will you not make that day a real
day of prayer for them?
—Great Commission Prayer League.
vvvvvvvvvvvv*vw*wvvv*vwv*wwwwv%*

Within the temple sat the form
Of One who gave His all,
As thither there one day were borne
The gifts of great and small.
He watched each one with eye of love,
Beholding how men gave,
To see whose wealth was laid above,
And who himself would save!
There came a man in purple robe,
Of pompous mien and cold,
Who, proud and all complacent,
strode,
And flashed his gift of gold.
The Saviour scarce His eye did raise,
But breathed a painful sigh,
For he had much of earthly praise,
But not a gem on high!
Then crept a woman, poorly clad,
All bent with toil and care,
Who softly dropped in all she had,
And let her offering there.
The Saviour, deeply stirred, arose,
And clear His words did fall,
"This gift with heaven's lustre glows,
For she hath given all!"
Christ sits against the treasury
still,
Beholding gifts of men;
I wonder if His heart doth fill
With sorrow, as of then?
But if my gift be humbly laid,
My all with gladness poured,
My soul hath then an off ring made
That still doth please my Lord!
Gospel Herald.
"Thou Giver of every good and perfect gift, makes us like thee in giving our
best for good of others."

with rude or with being impudent, but
rather as fearless, spirited, courageous. Too
often our speech is audacious instead of
bold. I would like to say that bold is far
from being defiant. It rather savors of
humility as seen in II Corinthians 7:1-4.
"Having therefore these promises, (as seen
in the preceeding chapter J. A. C.) dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filtiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God. Receive u s ;
we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, we have defrauded no man.
I speak this not to condemn you: for I have
said before, that ye are in our hearts to die
and live with you. Great is my boldness
of speech toward you, great is my glorying
of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation." Let
us note that Paul tells the Corinthian
church what he thought, with all boldness,
not to incite them to anger but rather that
he might be graciously received by them.
Surely we desire at all times, especially
in these days of propaganda warfare, to
say those things which we say in a sound
or correct way; in a seasonable way with
all the savor in it which salt can produce
to make food palatable; with all the grace
obtainable from the Spirit of Grace; with
all the plainness possible so that the most
unlearned may understand; and with all
the boldness of a life made clean through
the power of the Holy Spirit. For indeed
such speech is sound speech which cannot
be condemned, but is convincing to the
pulling down of the strongholds of Satan.
Stowe, Pa.

Trouble
A person who has not had troubles is
worth little. You cannot restrain pride
without a conflict. You cannot expect to
go through life without bearing burdens.
But you are going to have help under circumstances that will redeem you from
these things. You are going to experience
more victories than defeats. Your suffering will be only here and there, little
spots in a whole field of peace and joy.
Saints may have conflict and prayer in
the beginning, but they shall have victory
and praise in the end.
—Selected by Leah Steckley.
He that loveth a book will never want
a faithful friend, a wholesome counsellor,
a cheerful companion, an effectual comforter. By study, reading, by thinking,
one may innocently divert - and pleasantly entertain himself, in all weathers,
in all fortunes.—Isaac Barrow.
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Foreign

Missions

beliefs and in the time of sickness, strain
and calamity who can calmly reason?
I called the teacher aside with his uncle
/ . Elwood Hershey
and mother and made arrangements to
LETTER reached me while on itiner- carry the whole family in my car to
ary from one of our ablest -and best Mtshabezi Mission, even though the ratrained teachers. "Please, Mfundisi, come tioning of petrol almost prohibited the
and help us. I am very sick and my wife fifty-six miles involved. The Chevrolet
almost passed at dawn this morning and sedan was converted from a trekker's
our oldest child is dying. Even the baby caravan into a combined hearse and amis also sick," he pleaded.
bulance. The back of the rear seat was
This urgent call conflicted with a chris- removed and the trunk was used as the
tian wedding which had been announced hearse. The uncle guarded the boy corpse
for three weeks. The people of Bezha and the grandmother held the four month
Church were already gathering and chat- old baby. The delirious mother was contering happily, as such occasions appeal fined in the middle on the front seat with
to the more joyful side of our natures. her husband on watch but he proved to be
The children were still in school trying too weak to keep from dozing occasionto concentrate on the final examinations ally. It was a nerve-racking trip.
which were to be completed before the
At intervals in her delirium she broke
bride arrived. In the emergency medicine out in the one song, "Stand by me, Stand
was sent ahead.
by me, Loving Saviour Stand by me," deThe people of Swazi Church brought manding all to sing. If you*have never
the bride. The religious service was con- heard a delirious person sing a song
ducted, the wedding sermon preached, and sacred to you, you can not realize its
the marriage ceremony performed. The weird connotation, much less the spirit
wedding party left the church and all of derangement. The patients were enterwent singing to the wedding feast. I ex- ed at the Mission Hospital, and given
cused myself to answer to tbe urgent call immediate aid. The boy corpse, after a
short service, was laid to rest in the
to Longfield.
I went directly to the home of the mission cemetery just before dusk overteacher. Upon approaching, I heard the took us.
people singing in an unusual tone and
That night I tried to sleep, but the song
manner, "Stand by Me, Stand by Me, which was once music to my ears and
Loving Saviour Stand by Me." Nqondi, strength to my heart kept ringing in my
although weak and thin, came slowly to mind as a weird chant from the undermeet me but broke down in sobbing. world. I might have thought of the three
"Mfundisi, help us. The child is passing. witches in Shakespeare's "Macbeth", callMy wife is now mad." We solemnly ed the Weird Sisters. The power of
entered the hut during the repeated sing- witchcraft had not only obsessed a fever
ing, "Stand by "Me." We bent over the three stricken victim, but had dulled my sense
year old child. It was slowly passing. An of perception and correct reasoning with
unchristian uncle had his hands under the a monotonous chorus of mocking echoes.
child and was praying mightily for the Adding to the uncanny memory of unpreservation of the life of the child. The pleasant experiences, the very next day
delirious christian mother with big drops when I returned to continue my itinerary,
of perspiration beading her brow de- the teacher of Swazi spontaneously started
manded me to sing. Unconsciously she the chorus, "Stand by me."
railed upon me for being late. She accused
After two nights and two days of these
the medicine which I sent for not saving haunting echoes, while on my way home
the child. She said she was God and dea light flashed upon me and I heard the
manded that I leave the room immed- song as if angels were singing it in all of
iately. The others warned me to obey its glorious meaning. How foolish I had
because they had been driven out several been to let such a strengthening hymn of
times since the morning attack and during prayer fall into a mocking association
repeated spells.
with witchcraft and delirious stupors.
It was malaria fever consummating into It was not a chorus of singing, mocking
one of the forms of cerebral malaria. The spirits even though the whole atmossymptoms seemed quite clear. But the phere was charged with darkness and the
heathen declare these manifestations to depression was keenly felt. It was the
be from witchcraft, and this christian subconscious life crying out in a song
family were believing it to be so. Little of prayer even though the conscious mind
removed are the few generations of native was temporarily affected by those milchristians from old customs, practises, and lions of little malaria germs escaping

Delirious By Witchcraft

A
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from the blood stream into the spinal
nervous system.
A great testimony, I thought, for the
effective teaching of the gospel in song,
for here was a native who was not cursing and swearing, but singing subconsciously a mighty prayer which she learned at a mission school, and which she
even taught to her pupils while she was
teaching before she was married. This
sacred chorus which made an indellible
impression upon her mind must have
given her an inner faith and confidence,
even- though she called herself God, and
made inconsistent human complaints. I
can imagine that the mental struggle to
keep all clear was extremely exhausting,
and she at times found it beyond the response of a highly fevered body.
It could be possible for this little
chorus, "Stand by me, Loving Saviour,"
to be the thin edge which will separate
those who are bound by witchcraft with
all its weird arts, to a more definite
knowledge of the power of Christ when
they see that even a christian may be
mentally afflicted by common disease,
while yet the fundamental structure of the
gospel subconsciously remains. The Loving Saviour is standing by.

A Letter You Will Want to Read
NOTE: Here is a letter written by a
young man, seventeen years of age, and
forwarded to Bro. Dick. What he writes is
self explanatory. We ask a definite interest
in your prayers for him. He seems sincere
but doesn't have much knowledge of the
Bible. However, he is at present reading
and studying God's word in Urdu as he finds
opportunity at home. He has come to Bro.
Dick once and will likely come again soon.

D

EAR MAMA,

I like to write you a few lines. Now
I need your help. If you please take
trouble for me I shall be very thankful to
you. The thing is this that I want to be a
Christian. Because your religion is true.
By following Christ teaching I can go to
heaven easily.
You will be very surprise to hear my
story. I am a Mohammedan boy; My father is not very rich but he can support his
children by (without) any difficulties. My
father send me to study in
in 1938.
It is not very big city but ordinary city. I
was studying there. The school in which I
was studying was a Christian school. They
taught me very much about Marry (Mary),
the mother of our true God, Jesus. But
they do not say very often about Christ.
They always pray to Mary and always put
statues in front of them. We do not want
to worship the statues. But I want to adore
God, that is Jesus, Son of Almighty God.
I was always talking about your religion.
They always say something against Protestant. So, I was anxious to know something
about Protestant also. When I heard that
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the Protestant do not adore statues I was
very happy and told them that a protestant
is much better than a Catholic. The HeadMaster became angry at me and in the end
of the year he failed me in the tenth class
(3rd year High School) in 1943. I don't
care about this. But I don't like to fail in
my last judgment. Only that I am sorry
that the money which was spent for me by
my father became useless. But I like to
pass my last judgment. Therefore I like to
come in your true religion. Please don't
think I am chetter (cheater). Don't think
that I like to be a Christian for any other
purpose. No, in my house I can get whatever I want. But only for your religion I
like to come. So please tell me. What is
your opinion? I am ready to run away
from my house for this religion. Please
do not think that I am a Mohammedan
boy, so afterward I shall run away from
you. Never, if I have to die for this religion, I shall die for it gladly.
In my village there is a man and wife
who are Christian. But now her husband
is not, but she is spending her life as a
Christian. If my father and mother will
know this, they will be very angry. But I
don't care about them. To live with them
I can not save my soul. So I am ready to
suffer this for God. So I beg you to make
me a Christian.
Please reply my letter as soon as possible. Please do not sent letter by my
name. But please send by this name, Abdul
He is my friend I can get letter from his easily. If you will send letter by name then my father will read that.
So please do not send letter by,my name.
I hope that you will reply it.
Your most obedient boy,
Syad
Sent by Leoda Buckwalter.

Saharsa in January and
February
REETINGS to the Evangelical Visitor
Family:
The wheels of time took us so swiftly
through the days of 1944. Lobking forward
we think we will not allow opportunities
for doing good to pass by. Looking backward we become disappointed in ourselves
for having done so little. But when we
stop to consider the greatness of our God
and His great power, how He has preserved us, and upheld us, we are made to
say with the Psalmist, "The Lord hath done
great things for us whereof we are glad."
Jesus says, "According to your faith be it
unto you." We take this for 1944. We are
so inclined to live on the outermost boarders of faith, and our hearts cry out, "Lord,
I believe, help thou my unbelief."
January is a month of beginnings. Our
records and accounts having been closed
and balanced in December, we start out
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afresh. In Sunday School Sr. Yoder was
chosen Superintendent for the New year.
In Prem Sabha, a weekly Friday evening
meeting, Sr. Dick was chosen leader for
the first quarter. We had communion service the first Sunday eve of the year. It
was thought that it might be an aid and
encouragement to a closer walk with God
to have these services oftener. So it was
suggested that we have communion service
the first Sunday of each month. The first
Friday of each month we observe as a
prayer day. Bro. Engle had invited us to
Madhipura. It was very pleasant to meet
together there again. The second week of
January the annual Council and business
meeting was held here at Saharsa.
We
enjoyed our fellowship and association
during this time.
The weather these two months has been
grand, and the cool season ends all too
quickly. The temperature went down to
41 a couple times at night and up to 82
during the day, but the average would be
from 50 to 73 degrees during the 24 hours.
We had a little more cloudy and rainy
weather in these months than usual. Our
garden has been yielding all varieties of
good vegetables such as you have. Canning
and taking care of these vegetables adds to
Sr. Dick's duties.
The Girl's Sohool opened for a new
school year the sixth of January with two
new teachers, Sosan Rai, and Prithiwanti
Bihari. They are from among our own
girls who had been away in school and
had in December completed their Junior
teacher's training course. Victoria Henry
is head Mistress. She has been teaching
here for the past six years. Six of the
orphanage girls are away in other schools,
five in Middle English classes, and one
entered teachers' training.
In both the girl's orphanage and the
widow's home they were glad to see supplies of rice come in. They are hoping
they can have it twice a day again. At any
rate they will appreciate it more than
they did in January 1943.
In last year's medical work over 47,000
i tn n i m m m in i I I m m m m urn

I Could Not Leave Thee
Marianne

Farningham

1 could not leave Thee, Master,
Nor pass from Thine
employ;
Thy service, is my freedom,
Thy yoke my greatest joy.
Thou dost not bind Thy servants
JFith any cords but love,
And all are free to stay or leave,
As wish or choice may move;
But who has known Thy service
For love's sake needs must stay,
Ani work for Thee, ivith heart and hand
The longest, happiest day.
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days of treatments were dispensed and 260
visits to sick homes. Supplies cost more
than other years yet more were purchased
than other years (excepting quinine).
Quinine is the one most needed drug, and
now for over seven months we have been
unable to purchase any. When the Civil
Surgeon was around some time ago, he said
that we might be able to get small quantities from Government depots, but with
all our efforts we have not yet been successful. Quite a lot of folks are coming
daily, with all sorts of needs, diseases and
complaints. We try to do our best for them.
But to do our best we do need a doctor.
Tuesday and Thursday mornings have been
set for Kala Azar clinic days.
Saharsa is making some changes. The
Supaul courts, which were temporarily located here, because of floods in Supaul, in
February again moved bask to Supaul.
Now this place is to become the headquarters for a new District being formed. A
number of new buildings for Government
officials are to be built. Until they are built
these officials will live temporarily in other
places. A jail and a Government hospital
are to be built here too.
Singeshwar Mela came in February this
year. Brother Dick went to spend a day
there with Brother Engle. Sr. Gayman and
Sr. Dick went another day. It was an opportunity to do some buying. It might be
of interest to you to know that Sr. Gayman
was able to purchase some granite plates
for the girls at the rate of 65c each. (They
used to cost 12 or 15 cents).
We solicit your prayers in behalf of the
work. "More things are wrought by
prayer than this world dreams of." What
mighty revivals might sweep the countries,
if we as God's children would travel in
prayer. For the deacons, the evangelists,
the Bible women, the teachers, the booksellers, and all workers we covet your
prayers, and for ourselves that our lives
might be more fruitful in His service. To
Him be glory who is able to do exceedingly abundantly more than we are able to
ask or think. Yet He says, "According to
thy faith be it unto thee."
I am humbly, your sister in Christ,
Leora G. Yoder
There is a Lome Meyers somewhere in
India. He had been teaching in Jabbok.
He wants to come and visit us if and when
he can get leave. Bimola is in training in
Patna. Sundari, Mary Moti, Esther, Vidyawati and of course Khushmi are in
Bethia. Phebe failed and had to return.
Alice is in Patna. Dorothy is pronounced
a leper. No shifting of workers done at
council. Bro. Engle is having Aomebic
Trouble.—L. G. Y.
The great law of culture i s : let each
become all that he was created capable of
being.
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OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS
This Department, conducted by the General S. S. Board, appears in the first issue of each month.
All materia] for this Dept. should be sent to C. W. Boyer, Sec'y, 2101 Windsor Road, Dayton, O.

Meeting the Needs of the Newcomers in Our Community
A. L. Eshelman
TO meet the needs of a group without
'
knowing how many there are in the
group is difficult indeed, but the exact
number is not as important as being able
to detect the needs of the group, and do
something about it.
While conditions may differ in different
communities I believe that in all districts
where the Government is putting on an
emergency effort, conditions are largely
the same. The bringing together of many
people, whether as the result of their own
choosing, or by government orders, creates
abnormal conditions, and needs are presented that are both many and varied.
I have chosen to divide these needs under
four heads: The Housing Need, the Household Utility Need, the Social Need, and the
Spiritual Need. I feel we are almost helpless in our attempts to meet the needs of
the material things—and perhaps will remain helpless for the duration; but I will
mention them briefly so you may at least
know that I recognize those needs.
We all know that when a family moves
from one location into another it is important that they have a place where they can
get in out of the rain. In this district it is
almost impossible to rent a house. I read
one advertisement where $150.00 per month
was offered for an apartment for husband
and wife, but even at that I cannot help
much toward meeting that need. I realize
that we could fix up the garage and live in
that and rent out the house, but so far we
have not been willing to do that. So I believe we will have to refer this need to the
Chamber of Commerce, or to the Realty
Board since we have nothing to offer.
These new comers also need Household
Utilities and again there is little we can
do unless you have something to offer. I
know I have no ranges, washing machines,
refrigerators, or vacuum sweepers to spare
or for sale. Our own vacuum sweeper quit
for us some time ago and we took it to a
dealer for repairs and when we got it again
we got a bill with it for $14.50. It lasted
fourteen days and a half and quit again so
it would not make very good lending material. There is little I can do towards meeting the needs of electrical or household
equipment, so I believe we should refer this
need to those who make a business of dealing in that kind of merchandise.
Now let us deal with the Social Need.
Can we do anything about that? What do
you have to offer? From the. standpoint of
a Sunday School you might say ours is not
primarily a social organization. Well, did
you ever move into a community where you
were not acquainted and where all the
neighbors were strangers to you ? Have
you ever been homesick? It is only reasonable to believe that some of these people are
homesick and long for friendly contacts.
Yes, we might have some leaflets printed
and drop them in their front yards suggesting that if they are lonesome they
might join the Lions or Rotary Clubs, but

I think that would hardly become us as
Christians. I believe that even though we
have no social organization known as such,
we cannot evade the social need or remain
inactive towards it. I am convinced that
many of the debts we owe to God are payable to man.
For those of us who are naturally timid
there" are ways to make our contribution
without saying a word. Even a smile will
help meet the need of those new comers in
our community, and a smile you know is so
much better than a frown. Personally I am
in sympathy with the person who said "The
bread and water of life cannot be recommended by those who look as though their
food and drink does not agree with them."
If we are unwilling to do anything, not even
smile, we should remember that a loafer in
the church or Sunday School is no better
than a loafer on the street corner. If perchance you expect to be a foreign missionary some day it might help you to go into
action. If you consider these words, "If a
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"Gleanings" for Sunday School
Workers
"To be made a blessing to others the
worker must be broken."
"In the Fifth Psalm and verse three we
are let into a great spiritual secret, which
every Christian should know and use, 'In
the morning will I direct my prayer unto
thee, and will look up.' Do you do i t ? "
"Did you know that eighty percent of all
Sunday School youth remain unconverted in
the Churches? That means that in our
Bible Schools there are ten million children
who are lost!"
"There is a great need for evangelism today, and this part of the S. S. is of the utmost importance. Surely God wants the
S. S. to be a soul-winning organization,
fully adapted in this respect to the needs of
the various groups it serves and trains."
"Gypsy Smith once said, 'Save an old man
and you save a unit; save a child and you
save a multipication table.' "
"The teacher is the key to S. S. growth."
"Why not have a Home Department for
the aged and infirm people who for various reasons cannot attend church?"
"Work planned in prayer will end in
power."
"Power in the Sunday School is not an
accident. Things do not just happen in a
successful Sunday School. Every School
that is succeeding can say in humility, 'Not
by might nor by power, but by the Spirit of
God.' "
"I promise to carry the spiritual needs of
my class on my heart, and to present them
daily before God in prayer."
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man love not the immigrant in his own
country whom he hath seen, how can he love
• the foreigner in the heathen country whom
he hath not seen?" It is true "charity begins at home", but the kind we read about
in the Bible is not confined there.
E. L. Vinvent said "there is just one way
to keep the sun from warping some kinds
of boards, that is to put them down into
some place where they will be in use every
day. That will hold them firmly where they
belong and will keep them straight and
smooth." So it is with you and me. Out of
the place where God wants us to be, even
the sunlight of his love will warp us, but
service keeps us true and beautiful, and
brings true rest to the heart.
The question is are we doing what we
can? George William Curtis once said "an
engine of one cat power running all the
time is more effective than one of forty
horse power standing idle." Maybe we do
not possess the power of a great locomotive,
but one cat power we certainly have; so let
us run our little engine as hard and steadily
as we can.
If you find it impossible to do all you
want to do,, remember it is better to say
"This one thing I do." than it is to say
"these forty things I dabble at". But if our
activities are to be limited at least include
the following, "Train your eyes to watch for
other's needs, to read another's woe. Train
your soul to sympathy, and your hand to
helpfulness." If we do that we will help
meet the needs of the new comers in our
community.
Meeting the Spiritual Needs. Have you
anything to offer? Some persons no doubt
would say we need to bring' them the story
of the Gospel. Certainly, that would not be
out of order, but I do not believe that these
people are heathen. It is quite possible that
most of them have heard the Gospel. Maybe
they have been disappointed and have come
to believe that the Christian formula will
not work. If this might be the case, do you
believe it would help meet their need if they
were given a genuine demonstration of enthusiastic Christian living ? What have you
to offer? Can you supply that need? Are
you sure your formula will work?
Might it be posible that the new comer
might appreciate your Wednesday evening
testimony ? He might need it more than the
prayer meeting group does, but this should
be done and not leave the other undone.
We might help meet the spiritual needs
if we invited them to our Sunday School and
Church Services. You know a person does
not have to be very smart to criticize and
and find fault. Almost anyone can do that,
but let's forget the objectionable points and
tell them how much you appreciate your
teacher, the good points of your church, and
why you like your pastor. You know the
" person who is pulling very hard on the oars
does not have time to rock the boat.
The next thing to knowing that we have
found Him is to find someone else and say
"come and see" for he is apt not to go to
heaven who is content to go there alone.
Christ said, "Go ye into all the world," but
of every one hundred thousand communicants in America only twenty-one persons
ever go abroad as missionaries. I wonder
how many of us go very far here at home.
Some persons think they are doing wonders if they help improve conditions in general in the community; but the Lord did not
call the disciples to cultivate the fish, but
to catch them. If we are not successful in
catching fish or in meeting the Spiritual
needs might it be because our nets might
need washing or mending? I believe we
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need to look well to our nets.
Witnessing for truth is not trench warfare, nor could it be carried on very extensively from fox holes. Men who stand out
for Christ must stand out in the open.
We talk and sing about the faith of our
fathers, and that is a good subject to talk
about, but let us not spend ail our time
talking about our ancestors. Let us -try
living so our descendants will have something to talk about. I believe some of the
members of the Christian Workers Band
had some such thoughts in mind when several weeks ago as the result of a survey
that they made, they found a real need for
a Sunday School in the district known here
as the Federal Housing District. They
went into action and with the cooperation
of the Housing authorities have established
a Sunday School Sunday afternoons.
It is quite possible that some of the workers felt their inability when they started
their survey, but they probably had come
ere then to know that "Love of souls is
better than talents, and Grace is better than
ability.".
It is a splendid thing to be a member of
a church and be in good standing, but that
is not enough. It is said that Oliver Cromwell while visiting one of the great churches
in England, discovering a number of silver
statutes in a side chapel demanded sternly
of the trembling Dean "What are these?"
"Please, your highness" was the reply,
"those are the twelve apostles." "The
twelve apostles, are they? Well, take them
down and cast them into money, that like
their master they might go about doing
good."
Some Christians are like eight day clocks.
They will not.work unless they are perfectly
level and exactly to their liking; but the
more useful workers are like watches; they
will work equally well in any position.
There is work to be done; if you were drafted on what grounds would you claim deferment?
When the armies of Joseph Stalin win a
victory he issues a special order of the day
and with a heavy gun salute they put on a
celebration. In the battle we are waging
against the powers of darkness it is different. We shall have all eternity in which
to celebrate our victories, but we have only
a few hours before sunset in which to win
them.

the religious educational program of any
church.
The home as well as the public school has
also become secular. The family altar lies
forsaken in the home life of our people.
Even the membership of the church itself
is chiefly composed of people from homes
in which the Bible and the name of Christ
receive little more attention than in godless
homes. Looking at these conditions squarely,
it is very apparent that the greater part of
the burden of Christian education must be
assumed by the Sunday Schools of America.
Quoting from an American Government
Official, "Our Army cannot save America,
our Navy cannot save America; nothing but
multiplying Sunday Schools until they are
as thick as school houses, will save America." Of course only Jesus Christ can save
people, but the Sunday School is a factor to
that end.
"I believe in the Sunday School," said
J. Edgar Hoover.
Crime would be greatly decreased if our
youth would attend Sunday School regularly. A certain judge reported that out of
four thousand youthful criminals tried in
his courts, only thirteen had received Sunday School training.
A survey recently made by the educators
of Virginia in submitting a group of twenty
Bible questions to High School students revealed the fact that only 46% of the questions could be answered correctly.
These facts should ehallenege every Sunday School teacher to put forth greater
efforts to do more efficient teaching.. It is
true, the Spirit of God has blest in a marvelous way the earnest efforts to teach the
Bible, but the importance of the task should
inspire teachers to seek better results.When
your courage runs low, remember that God
has said that His Word would not return
unto Him void. The need of the present
hour is great. The future of America is at
stake. Millions of children and youth in our
nation must be won for Christ. Will you as
a teacher accept the challenge? Remember
the words of our Lord shortly before he
left this world, "Go ye therefore and teach."
—The Sunday School World—Adapted by
Imogene Snider in Kentucky Mission Bulletin.

The above was given as an address to the
California State Sunday School Convention and
was written for publication a t the request of
the California State Sunday School Board.
Paul E. Engle
Sec. of Calif State S. S. Board.

Prayer Program

A Challenge to Sunday School
Teachers
n l B L E study and Christian teaching is of
P vital importance especially in this day
of world confusion. The social, moral and
spiritual foundations of our society are
shaking to pieces before our eyes.
During Colonial days practically every
child had Bible instruction in the school
and in the home. Eighty-eight per cent of
the content of the New England Primer of
the seventeenth century was moral and religious. Modern day texts place little or no
emphasis upon religious subjects.
Today seven out of every ten of our
children and youth under twenty-five years
of age are growing up and taking their
places as citizens without being touched by

James

Buckham

Men wonder why, in summer heat,
The little brook, with music sweet,
Could glide along the dusty way,
When all else parched and silent lay.
Few stopped to think how, every morn.
The sparkling stream anew was born
In some moss-circled mountain
pool,
Forever sweet and clear and cool.
A life that, ever calm and glad,
One melody and message had—
"How keeps it so," men asked, "when I
Must change with every changing
sky?"
Ah! if men knew the secret power
That gladdens every day and hour,
Would they not change to song life's care,
By drinking at the fount of prayer?
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, Are W e Preparing for W o r l d
W a r III?
(Continued from page 146)
"A safe and peaceful world must be a
world in which violence among people is
disapproved . . . Inasmuch as actions
speak louder than words, the example of
the parents is of utmost importance. They
should avoid violence themselves, in word
and tone of voice as well as overt acts.
They should be careful to avoid expressing
approval of violence. This tabu, if it is to
be_ of any value, must be absolute. The
child under five has no capacity for drawing hairline distinctions. One can't teach
him that it is wrong to shoot the man who
lives next door but right to kill the soldier of Patagonia with which the nation
is at war. It may be a significant fact
that a very large proportion of the dangerous criminals of today are in their
early twenties. They were very young
children during our participation in the
World War. At that time Americans who
stayed at home were in a veritable orgy
of violent talk. There was rejoicing in
our homes over the killing of the enemy.
The hope was freely expressed that German babies might be murdered ' in the
same way that it was falsely reported
Belgian infants had been massacred. Parents were at a high pitch of emotion. It
is not surprising that children accepted
violence as a normal way of life and that
the more unfortunate ones, unreached by
tabus at adolescence, entered upon careers
of robbery and murder."
This is a sobering thought; especially
for Mennonites. We have a religious heritage which has grown out of anguish and
martyrdom opposing the world's violence
in order to live the love which Christ
preached to those who sought the Kingdom
of God.
It is difficult to oppose the neighborhood
gang in their daily warfare" with the Japs
and Germans. It is time-consuming to
plan alternative recreation that plums the
constructive geniuses of all our children.
Our society seems too hurried to find
time for the daily family worship of the
Bible reading and prayer. It is baffling to
compete with school, radio, picture shows,
books, magazines, and the Sunday funnies
with their lurid and hair-raising approval
of war. But parents must do it, prayerfully, constantly, and patiently.
Our children should know that the
bombs and "ack-ack guns" kill and destroy
the homes of little children. And that war
has caused the pitiful starved bodies of
small boys and girls all over the world.
How much more humane and Christian it
is to save pennies for the starved and unclothed children of war and participate
generally in the Good Samaritan activities
of the Mennonite Central Committee. Here
the innocent love of the little child is
harnessed to the Cross rather than the
sword; here the symbol of work is a lamb
and not a bomb!—Adapted from "The Mennonite."
Price-fixing won't work while a woman
will walk six blocks for a bargain, and
while men make their living by out-smarting their competitors.
'"Create in us, 0 God, a forgiving
spirit, that we may cheerfully pray for
them who despitefully use us."
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THE COVENANT-KEEPING GOD
HERE is a ceremony known as the blood
covenant, which is understood and
practiced in all parts of the world today.
Knowledge of it dates back beyond the
time of Abraham and it is probable that
God explained something of the kind to
Adam when the animals were slain and the
skins made into garments to clothe the
sinners. Cain and Abel must have had
some such knowledge or Gain would not
have been rebuked for offering a bloodless
sacrifice.

T

The method of "cutting the covenant" is
about the same everywhere. Two parties,
who wish to become blood brothers, come
together before witnesses, and exchange
gifts. The priest or some official makes a
cut in each man's arm and allows the
blood to drip into a glass of wine. Each
man drinks of the wine and their covenant
of brotherhood is sealed by their life
blood. All that either man possesses henceforth belongs equally to his blood brother,
yet neither man would ask anything of the
other unless driven by necessity. The covenant relationship extends to their descendants for all future time. Livingstone
and Stanley both testify that they have
never known the covenant to be broken in
Africa. It is held absolutely sacred and
death is the penalty for its violation.
All of this must have been familiar to
Abraham before God called him out of his
own country. It was such a covenant into
which God entered with him in the seventeenth chapter of Genesis, and he was
called the friend of God. The act of circumcision was the seal of the covenant on
man's part. The promise of the shed blood
of the Redeemer. God's Son, was the seal
on God's part. Until the fullness of time
when Christ could come in human form
to shed his blood, God gave His covenant
people the blood sacrifice upon their altars. He explained the reason for this thus;
"The life of the flesh is in the blood: and I
have given it to you upon the altar to make
an atonement for your souls: for it is the
blood that maketh an atonement for the
soul." Lev. 17:11. The animal to be sacrificed was first dedicated or given to God.
It became God's representative and the shed
blood was His blood or His seal to the
covenant. It made an atonement or covering for sin in the soul of man, so that he
could stand before God uncondemned, as
a blood brother, under covenant relationship. Thus we have the shed blood on both
sides sealing the covenant with its promises
made to Abraham.
Abraham's willingness to offer up Isaac,
his most precious earthly possession and
the only visible proof of the fulfillment of
God's covenant promises, shows his faith

in the covenant and the covenant keeping
God. He trusted God to keep His covenant even if He had to raise Isaac from the
dead. When his faith and obedience was
proven he was given the substitute in the
ram caught in the thicket.
This same close covenant relationship
between God and Abraham's seed, the
chosen people, is in evidence all through
the Old Testament history. The application of the passover blood shows their
knowledge and faith in its protection. It
was their faith in their covenant Guide
which enabled them to set out on the perilous journey out of Egypt. God's faithfulness is opening the Red Sea, protecting
them from their enemies, providing food
and water in such miraculous ways was in
keeping with His promises to care for
them.
We marvel at the patience and long suffering of God with His sinning people.
They questioned His faithfulness and murmured against the times of testing, were
unfaithful and disobedient. At Mt. Sinai
they promised "All that Thou sayest, we
will do." The echo of that promise had
hardly died away before they cried to
Aaron, "Up, make us gods to go before
us." Moses had to be their meditator. "Forgive their sin," he cried, "and if not, blot
me. I pray Thee, out of Thy Book which
Thou hast written." Mercifully God forgave and renewed t h e covenant. When
Moses went back to the mount God said to
him. 'Behold I make a covenant: before
all the people I will do marvels, such as
have not been done in all the earth, nor in
any nation: and all the people among
which thou art shall see the work of the
Lord: for it is a terrible thins; that I will
do with thee." Ex. 34:10. He did and He
still does. In spite of man's failures and
lapses. He is still the covenant keeping
God. Man's faith and obedience, like
everything that he does, is imperfect but
God continues faithful to His part of the

The Covenant Guarantee
My weakness is lost, in the might of His
arm;
Mr sickness is merged into health;
While all incompleteness is rendered complete ;
All poverty turned into wealth.
My need is the chance for His boundless
supply:
My sorrow His comforting
touch;
Whenever there's lack in myself or affairs,
I know He'll be giving me much.
—L. D. H.

May 8, 1944
covenant and will so continue until His
plan of redemption is fulfilled in its completion.
So much for God's faithfulness to His
own chosen people, but how can that mean
anything to us who are not Jews? If we
have appropriate J the shed blood of Christ
as the sale whioh brings us under covenant relationships with God we are Abraham's seed by faith. "If ye be Christ's then
are ye Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise," Gal. 3:29. The new
birth is the individual appropriation by
faith of the blood sacrifice of Jesus and is
our legal entrance into the covenant relationship. Abraham entered this relationship by faith that God would provide the
blood sacrifice or seal. Our faith looks
back to the crucification as Abraham's faith
looked forward to it.
Now we begin to see why God could,
even must make such sweeping prayer
promises with all who would enter into
the covenant relationship with Him.
"Verily, verily, (doubly emphatic) I say
unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father, in my Name (under the covenant relationship) He will give it you. Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in my Name: ask
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be
full," John 16:23-24. "Whatsoever things
ye desire when we pray, believe that ye receive them (believe in the faithfulness of
the covenant keeping God to give what you
ask) and ye shall have them," Mk. 11:24.
"Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness (the covenant point of view)
and all these things shall be added unto
you." Matt. 6:33.
Do not God's promises take on a new
significance now that we see how He has
bound Himself to their fulfillment? Because He could swear by no greater, He
swore by Himself. All the promises in the
Bible are under that oath of faithfulness,
and all the mighty resources of Omnipotence are back of them, pledged to their
fulfillment. Someone undertook the gigantic task of counting them and found
thirty-one thousand specific promises in
the Book, a perfect net-work thrown over
every relationship of life. No need, no
condition, no test can face us but there is
a promise waiting to meet it.
Remember this however, the covenant
promises have their conditions for the
covenant people to meet. Those conditions
are not arbitrary, placed there to trip
us and keep us from enjoying the benefits. They are always conditions which
keep us under covenant relationship. The
covenant promises are not for outsiders,
only for those in the blood brotherhood.
"I will d o — " "if you ask in faith believing"; "if you ask in my Name";
"if you cast not away your confidence";
"if you keep my commandments"; "except a man be born again he cannot—"
—Full Gospel Advocate.

